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0 Scriptural Anſwer, &cc. 


E unhappy effects of the controverſy 
relating to the qualifications neceſſary 

for a lawful and approved attendance 
an the ſacraments of the new cove- 
nant, are become great and alarming, 
in many of our churches ; and will probably 
grow greater, and ſpread farther, unleſs this dif- 
terence.1s compoſed. | 

I honor the perſons and abilities of the Gen- 


| tlemen who have been engaged in the contro- 


verſy, on both ſides, and doubt not but that they 
all have aimed to ſerve the intereſt of our Lord's 


kingdom. Their reaſonings ſeem now to be 


pretty much at their criſis: and yet, I think, 
ſome further light may be thrown upon the ſub- 
jet. Whether this piece is calculated to an- 


ſwer that purpoſe, I am by no means to judge 


for the reader. 

 Tenter not into controverſy with any Gentle- 
man, on either fide, but have attended to the 
holy ſcriptures, and ſuch reaſonings and inferen- 
ces as appear to me naturally and juſtly to ariſe 
rom them; and have endeavored to uſe ſcripture 
torms of expreſſion in a ſcriptural ſenſe ; by 


PY 


departing 


departing from which, I apprehend this ſubject 
land many others at preſent controverted amon 
us) has been greatly obſcured and entangled. 

Hence the doctrine of both ſides is ſeemingly 
both approved and condemned by the ſcriptures : 
and the common people are entangled and per- 
plexed, and know not what to think, or what to 
do, while both ſides ſeem to be right, and both 
to be wrong. But the doctrine of the ſcriptures, 
both of the old teſtament, and of the new, is 
one, limple, plain, conſiſtent with itſelf, and with 


every other ſcripture doctrine. 


There is certainly a method of diſtinguiſhing 
this doctrine; and placing it in ſuch a conſiſtent 
light, as to ſet it above all zu/ objections, 
Whether I have adopted this right method, and 
placed the doctrine in a true light, the reader 
muſt judge for himſelf. If he thinks I have 
not, he will throw this piece into the heap, 
among others_which have failed of giving him 
ſatisfaction. Only let him carefully read and 
weigh the whole before he condemns. Oy 
Conſulting brevity, I have refer'd to many 
texts, not quoted at large, If the reader will 
give himſelf the trouble to turn to, and examine 
and compare them, as they occur, I preſume he 
will find his account in it. 
In examining the ſubject before us, tis f 
importance particularly to obſerve that thele 
terms, choſen, elect, elected, faith, believed, grace, 
converted, turned to the Lird, born of God, ſo, 
people of God, waſhed, cleanſed, ſan#ified, 1 n 
„ A 


a 


. holy, pardoned or retain beloved of God, are 
uſed in a two-fold ſenſe by the Spirit of God, in 
the holy ſcriptures. For a proof of this, ſee and 
compare the texts here refer'd to, among others, 
viz. Deut. 10. 14, 15. Dan. 11. 15. Mat. 22. 
14. and 24. 31.—Luke 8. 13. Heb. 10. 39.— 
1 Sam. 7. 3, 4. Acts 3. 19.— Deut. 14. 1. 2 Cor. 


) 
| 6. 17, 18.—Lev. 16. 30. Rev. 1. 5.—Exod. 31. 
| 13. Acts 20. 32. and ch. 26.18. Heb. 10. 29. 
Deut. 7. 6. 2 Pet. 1. 21.—Numb. 14. 19, 20. 
ö Acts 26. 18. Mat. 18. 27, 32—35.— Ila. 5. 1. 
Dan. 9. 23. and 10. 19. Rom. 9. 25. 2 Thel, 
4 . 2. SA 
In the lower ſenſe of ſuch ſcripture terms and 
phraſes they are the loweſt characters and ne- 
| W ceffary qualifications of thoſe who are God's peo- 
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ple in covenant, and approved as members of 
- his vibe church, and to be admitted to fellow- 
ſhip with the ſaints in all the ordinances and 
common privileges of God's vilible family in 
| this world. —In the higher ſenſe they are the 
characters and qualifications of thoſe on/y who 
will be judged worthy, when the Lord comes, to 
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| be tranſlated out of the vifible church and family 
of God on earth, into his glorious kingdom in 
; heaven. Some have that earneſt, affectionate, | | 
_ Ceep-rooted faith, and intire converſion of heart, j 
MM 8 when they are firſt admitted to the fellowſhip of ||} 
the church in ſpecial ordinances, which qualifies || 
N men for glory; others have not, but gain them ö 
N afterwards, thro' the bleſſing of God upon his 
N own inſtitutions, while they ſeek them in a ſeri- 
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ous attendance on goſpel ordinances: others, 
thro' their careleſs and criminal neglect to im- 


G 7 


prove themſelves in the viſible church, never 
gain them, and ſo are finally rejected and caſt 
gown for their barrenneſs in the vineyard, and 
non-Improvement of their covenant advantages. 

Among the many who offer themſelves for the 


communion of the church, ſhe can't ordinarily 


make any certain, or very probable judgment 
who are believers and converted, in that high ſenſe 
which qualifies to drink the wine of God new nb 
with Jetus Chriſt in his Father's kingdom and 
reſence, and who are ſo only in that /ower ſenſe 
which God has made our loweſt qualification 
for. drinking it in the figure, with his church 
Here on earth. The church has no means nor 
medium by which ſhe can make ſuch a judgment. 
with any aſſurance, till ſhe has had opportunity 
to ſee their fruit, and obſerve their conduct under 
a variety of trials of their faith and their hearts: 


and to defer her admiſſion of them till ſhe has 


this evidence, is the ſame abſurdity as for a 
gardener to refuſe to ingraft a ſcion into a gocd 


tree till he ſees whether it will bear fruit. The 


ſcion taken off from the wild olive is to be graft- 
ed into the goed olive tree, that deriving vertue 
therefrom, it may bear good fruit, not becauſe it 


does ſo.already.—As the church is not qualified 


to fori1+ an early judgment of thoſe that offer 
themſelves to her communion, as above, ſo ſhe 


has no right or warrant to fit in judgment upon 


them, as to their preſent fitneſs for * 
5 | wit 
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9 
with perfected ſaints in heaven ; and if the do; 
ſhe acts preſumptuoully. 

There is a profeſſion of faith and vidble turn» 
ing to the Lord, which the ſcripture makes a 
requiſite qualification for fellowſhip with the 
church in the ſacraments of the new covenant; 
and this the church may as well and ſafely judge 
of, as of any fact whatever. 

I. Let us then obſerve what that faith and 
turning to the Lord is, which God has made, and 
does accept as a qualification for ſuch fellowſhip, 
and on what terms he directs men to be admit - 
ted to the ſacraments of the new covenant ; and 
how the inſpired miniſters of God, and guides of 
his church have admitted men to them. For 
they have given the true pattern. See that thou 
— all things according to the pattern i fo 
thee, 

The faith required to this purpoſe is a belief 
of the fundamental doctrines of that religion God 
reveals to his people, and calls them to the 
practice of, founded on the teſtimony of God: 
which faith is to be profeſſed before the church, 
in ſuch a manner as to render it credible that 
the profeſſor does ſo believe. 

That converſion or turning to the Lord which 
he requires as a condition of fellowſhip in the 
ordinances of his worſhip, and ſacraments of the 
new covenant, is a viſible, . profeſſed turning, 
either from no religion and living as without 
God in the world, or from the worſhip of idols 


and falſe gods to the acknowlegement and wor- 
ſhip 


CY 73 
| ſhip of the one true God, or from dependance on 


falſe and idol mediators, to the acknowlegement 
and worſhip of the one true Mediator, or ſrom 


unrighteous and wicked practices, to the 
ſervice of righteouſneſs; profeſſing to make ſuch 


a change of mind and conduct, upon the motives 
their faith ſuggeſts, and deliberately reſolving 
and ſolemnly engaging to follow and ſerve God 
for the f uture, thro' the' N of his grace : 

the convert is ſuppoſed to have been heretofore 


in a wrong way, in ſome or other of theſe re- 


ſpects, and now to be turned from it into the 
right way, in the preſent reſolution and choice 


of his mind. Such a converſion the ſcripture 


makes neceſſary to men's admiſſion to ſpecial 
ordinances. But whether the convert has at 
preſent ſuch root in himſelf as will enable him 
to abide by this good reſolution, is a queſtion that 
the church can't determine, and has no bu/ineſs to 
judge of at all, in order to bis admiſſion. Whe- 
ther he has or has not, 'tis God's will and com- 
mandment that he come, and be admitted to his 
ordinances, that in a ſerious attendance, and 
waiting on God in them, he may obtain greater 
grace, and be fixed in his neu reſolutions, 


rooted and built up. 

% (II. Thus 1 with his father's houſe, 
ex we other ſide of the flood, was drawn away 
to idolatry: but when God appeared to him, 


and called him eo return, and follow him, belie- 
ved and obeyed the heavenly call, and turned 


—_ God, to \ worlhip, ſeek and follow him-as 
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was that they might be N to join with him 


the only true God and his God. As ſuch a con- 
vert God gave him the ordinances of his cove- 


nant, having firſt entered into covenant with him 


to be his God, and to acknowlege him-to be his 
ſervant ; aud gave him this charge, Walk before 
me, and be thou perfect. And theſe ordinances ke 


required his ſervants, as well as children, to at- 


tend upon with Him, as having, together with 


him, renounced all falſe gods, and acknowleged 


him as the one true God, and engaged themſelves 
to ſerve him 

'Some will tell me, r 8 faith was of 
the /aving kind. I know it was : He had root 


in himſelf. I wilh all believers had as good faith 
as Abraham: but ao man knows whether all 


his ſervants had. Bat this is ſufficiently evident, 


they had ſuch Faith and converſion to ſeek and 
ſerve Abraham's God, as qualified them for fel- 


lowſhip with him in ordinances. 1 peak of the 

adults. ' 
After the deftcattion af the. .Yhochomites; 

God faid unto Jacob, ariſe, go up to Bethel 


* and make there an altar unto God that appeated 


* unto thee—Then Jacob ſaid unto his houſhold, 
and to all that were with him, Put nway the 


* range gods that are with you, * (which hey had 
taken to themſelves at Shechem, defiling them- 


ſelves therewith) © and be clean, and. —_ your 
* garments, and let us ariſe and go up to Beth), 


and Iwill make there an altar anto God that 


appeared unto me. (Gen. 35. 12, 3.) This 


in 
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in tae. God, and in a ſacred | fegh upon 3 
the ſacfifice which he was to offer as a family f 
Aacrifice. This was that turning to the Lord] 


which was at that time neceſſary to qualify them] 
for a lawful and approved fellowſhip with him] 
in theſe ſolemn acts of worſhip, and ordinance; 7 


of - new covenant. 
FH. While the children of Jacob tarvied F 


long in Egypt they, in ſome meaſure, apoſtatized i 
froth the God of their fathers, and fell to wor- 


ſhip the gods of Egypt. At the appointed time || 
God ſent Moſes to bring them back to himſelf, 
and to lead them out of Egypt, &c. And after 


he had clearly manifeſted himſelf to them as the 
only God, executing judgment on the gods of Mp" 


the Egyptians, and as their God, by a ſeries of 


wonderful miracles wro't in favor to them, he 


commanded them to offer the paſſover ſacrifice, 


and keep a feaſt to him upon it, in a particular 
manner, giving them a promiſe of protection and 


a typical ſalvation upon their ſo doing. They 
kept it, witl: their leader, thro' faith, {tho' per- 
555 s ſome doubted) and were approved and ac- 


a 2 oh by God therein, and received the promiſe. 


After this God gave them further diſcove- 


ries of himſelf, and evidences of his power and 
readineſs to ſave them, truſting in and following 
him, and of his gracious care and kind regard for 


them ; ſuficient, well attended to and firmly be- 
lieved, to lay in them a firm foundation for 4 
religious attachment to him and his ſervice, 


under future temptations. And then, when 
| they 


of * 
2 
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key * bende to mount Ni God ſent Mott 


wal obey my voice indeed, and keep my cove= 
of prieſts and an holy nation The peo 


ill we do.'* God graciouſly accepted their an- 


Frenanting, and came down upon the mount on 
the third day, and ſpake to them the ten com- 
mandments; and then called Moſes up into the 
mount and gave him further inſtructions, laws, 
Vordinances and promiſes for the people; and 
hen, by God's order, he returned to them, and 
told them all the words of the Lord, and all 


E, 

ar If the judgments. And all the people anſwered. , 
d with one voice and ſaid, All the words which 
5 the Lord hath faid will we do.“ . Then, the. 
t. next day, having written the words of the Lord 
-In a book, Moſes, as directed, led them ſolemnly 


distion of ſacrifice which was deſigned to take 
Eway their paſt fins, in ſuch a ſenſe as that they 


uber with God in their preſent engagement 

f themſelves to him, and to aſſure their hearts 
of God's merciful acceptance of them herein, 
He read the words of the covenant to them, and 


rod. 19. 3,8. fl ibis. 24. 3. 


2 


o propoſe his covenant to them, ſaying, If ye. 


nant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure to mis 
above all people,—and ye. ſhall be a ding 


| readily accepted the propoſal. * All the people | 
Anſwered together, All that the Lord bath ſpoken 


wer, and appointed a time for the ſolemn con, 


to enter into the Lord's covenant, by the me- 


hould not ſand in the way to hinder their ac- 
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eccived their anſwer, promiſe, and engagement, 
1d 


/ 


| . 
in theſe words, A ind 755 oe hath ſeid will 
we do and be obedient. + And theo, for a ſolemn 
confirmation of the whole, Moſes took of the 
* blood of the covenant and Sprinkle. therewith 
both the book of the covenant, and ſprinkled 
of it n all the people, and ſaid, Bebold. the blind 


* of the covenant which God hath made with you 


© concerning all theſe words.” Upon this, as a 
token and further teſtimony unto them that 
God graciouſly accepted them as his favored peo- 
ple in covenant, then went up' (to the mount, 
at God's call) * Moſes and Aaron, NMadab and 
* Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael,” as 2 
repreſentative of the whole body: and God ap- 
peared to them, not in terrifying glory, as before, 
but in majeſty ſoftened by great. graciouſneſs, 
and the tenderneſs of covenant favor and love, 
tending to inſpire truſt and encourage them to 
ſerve him according to their preſent reſolutions 
and covenant promiſe. * They ſaw the God of 
* I{racl ; and there was under bis feet, as it were 
93 paved work of a ſapphire ſtone, and as it 
were the body of heaven in his clearneſ. And 
upon the nobles of the children of Iſrael he 


laid not his hand: alſo they ſaw God, and did 


- pat and drink.'* i. e, before their God, of the 
remains of the ſacrifices offered for them, hot 
blood had been ſprinkled upon them. To this 
they were admitted by God as an aſſuring teſti- 
mony and expreſſion of his acceptance of then 


as his covenant children, and pecultar ea 
ant 


$ E623. 24 4. —7. mid ver, — Jt, 


is . 5 
and of his paternal kindneſs to them, on cendi- 


tion of their performing promiſed obedience - 
which was a conſtraining and endearing motive 


to do ſo. They were drawn with cords of cove- 


nant love. 


some things have been ſaid upon this affair, 


on one fide and on the other, which, perhaps, 


might have been as well omitted. The plain 


facts in the caſe ought to be attended and adhe- 


red to. Tis moſt evident that when God had 


prepared the people for it, in the manner, and 
by the ſteps hinted at above, he Himſelſ, knowing 
their future thoughts afar off, led them to form 


_ reſolutions, and make a promiſe to him of obe- 


dience to the laws of his covenant, and there- 
upon accepted them into covenant nearneſs and 
favor with himſelf, thro' a reſpect to the blood 
of the covenant ſprinkled upon them, as typify- 
ing the blood of Jeſus, which takes away all fin ; 
and thereupon ſealed his promiſe to be a God to 
them, and own them. as his peculiar treaſure, as 
they fulfilled their preſent promiſe to be an obe- 
dient people to him.— This was ſuch a viſible, 
ſerious, ſolemn converſion or turning to him, as 
he accepted as their preſent qualification for fel- 
lowſhip with him in the ſealing ordinances of 
his covenant ; accordingly he gave it them as a 
pr lege and favor, and made it their duty to 


attend upon them; and at this time gave them 
_ a miraculous token of his approbation of them 


herein. God, who knows the hearts, did not 
pow lead the people to make a falſe and hypo- 
: critical 


14 
critical profeſſion, Ls 4 promiſe of what they 
did not then reſolve to perform. They did intend 
it, tho' their reſolution and faith were not ſo 
firm' as to ſtand the ſhock of after temptations. 
But their change of mind and breach ot promiſe ' 


was not imputed to them, before they were ex- 
iſtent facts Neither, on the other hand, did 


God act towards them a falſe and deceitful part, 


in making an outward ſhew of approving their 
covenanting with him, and ſacramental feaſting 


before him, when he inwardly deteſted their 


doings; or by feigning, in his preſent outward 


J diſpenſation of his covenant, to accept them un- 
der the notion of their being ſavingly changed, 
when he knew they were not. 


There are thoſe who would fay, thoſe of them 
who were not ſavingly changed, did not enter 
into covenant, and were not in covenant after 


all, but only lied and ſwore falſly. Let them 


anſwer theſe queſtions. Why then did God 
command them to be ſprinkled with the blood 
of the covenant? Why did he admit them to 
feaſt before him upon ke ſacrifice, as what he 
had-accepted for them, and look down graciouſ- 


ly upon them, when at his table? 


He bre't them thus near to himſelf, doubtleſs, 


as an encouragement, and engagement upon 
them to walk before him in future obedience, 
thro' faith and hope; that if afterwards they 


ſhould fall, thro' unbelief and diſobedience, as 


he foreſaw ſome would, / his throne of £9. 


bis 


might be I" in their condemnation. 
iy 


— ar pe HG ACE SN] ASTRO EAI 


EO 1 


— 
0 


is a very ſerious and intereſting tho't : may it 
fink down into the hearts of all God's covenant 


people. 


9 


Many of theſe covenanters in the e f 


when they came to be tried with temptations, 
ſoon changed their. minds, broke their promiſe, 


and rebelled againſt God; for they had no root 
in themſelves: tho' they at firſt received the word 
with joy, and believed for a ſhort time, yet it 
ſoon vaniſhed away, like a morning dew, By 
this they forfeited their intereſt in God's promiſe, 
and became diſqualified to attend his ordinances, 
and could no more be accepted in them with 
good will, till they repented and returned back 
again to God and their duty: thoſe who refuſed 
to do ſo were cut off, but the penitents were 
reſtored Such was the ſtate of things in the 
ſeveral ages of the Jewiſh church. They often 
revolted, from age to age, and violated their co- 
venant engagements, turning aſide to idolatry, 


and to immoral and unrighteous practices; 


whereby their ſacrifices were rendered abomina= 
ble : but when they returned again and renewed 
their covenant reſolutions and engagements, put- 
ting away their ſins, they were accepted with 


good will, and their attendance on ordinances 
was approved and bleſſed by their God. The 
I hiſtory of that church furniſhes abundant evi- 

dence of 'all this. Remarkable to this purpoſe 


are the accounts of the general converſion or 
turning of the people to God, and renewal of 


their: covenant engagements to ſeek and ſerve 


_ him, 


== 2 ** I” = — FW 4 
"is Ee 2 


(26) 


him, in the days of Samuel, Afa, sii and 


Josch and the favor of God to them thereupon, 
IV. Let us now examine the doctrine of the 
| new teſtament relating to this matter, and ob- 
ſerve the terms on which the apoſtles of Jeſus 
- Chriſt admitted men into the chriſtian church, 
and to the ſacraments of baptiſm, and the Lord's 
upper. 

The firſt thing required was a belief AE ac- 
knowlege ment of the God of the Jews as the 
one true God, maker of heaven and earth, and 


God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, and a turning from 


idols and all falſe gods, if before devoted to any 
of them, as was the caſe of the idolatrous Gen- 


tiles, with a profeſſed reſolution and ſolemn en- 


gagement henceforth to ſeek and ſerye him only. 
Thus Paul deſcribes the converſion of the Gen- 
tile believers, at Theſſalonica, u pon the preach- 
Ing of the goſpel to them: Ye turned to Gad 
From idols, to ſerve the living and true God. See 
— _— the texts refer d to below.x 
- Another thing required was a belief that 
Jeſu of Nazareth, who was crucified by Pontius 
ilate, is the Son and Chriſt of God, that he died 
for our ſins, is riſen from the dead, exalted at 
God's right hand to be a prince and a ſaviour, 
1 og judge of the world # belief that his 
doQrine or religion is true and divine, and that 
there is ſalvation thro' his name, and in no other : 
2 belief of theſe things, founded W WM wit- 
: nels 


*1 Theſ 3 9. acts 27, 18, 22. 30. ch. "bs 15,—17. 1 
Pet. 4. 3. | 


neſs of God. See the texts referred to below.“ 
3. The next thing required was a conſent to 
be the diſciples of Jeſus, and hear and learn of. 


him the way of God more perfectly, and an en- 


Lsgement to, deny themſelves, for the future, 


the preſent pleaſures and advantages of the ſinful 
life, for his fake and. his goſpel's, and to take up 
their croſs and follow him, in hope of the great 
falvation he has promiſed to thoſe that. ſo do. 
4. If they had before lived in any ways of 
open, ſcandalous wickedneſs againſt God, oer 
againſt Jeſas Chriſt, they were required to make, 
at leaſt, a general profeſhon of repentance or a 
change ot mind, and of a ſerious reſolution to 
forſake their former evil ways, aud maintain a 
warfare againſt the luſts of the world for the 


: 


future. To this purpole ſee the texts refer d to 


When by the preaching of the doctrine con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, and exhibiting its proper 
4451) £ nod Jie of 7 - evidences. 


Acts 2. 22;,—36.'ch.3. 13;—16, ch. 4. 4. ch. 5. 29.32. 
ch. 10. 36, —43. ch. 13.23,-5F. ch. 16. 31,34: ch. 17. 
2,—4. ch. 20. 21. ch. 8. 12, 13, ch. 11. 20, 21. ch. 18. 5. — 
t. c % „r 9. 097000 509 07 LOI 

1 Mat. 28. 19, 20. Mark 8. 54; 357. Luk. 14. 25.— 27, 33. 
Acts 2; 38,.— 40. ch. 26. 17, 18 ch. 11. 21. ch. 15. 19. 

+ Luk. 24. 46, 47. Acts 2. 38. ch. 3. 19, 26.—5. 34.— 
17. 30-20 21.—26. 17, 20.—ch. 19. 18, 19. 1 Pet. 3. 20,1. 
Not difobedient to the preaching of faith and repentance, as the 
old world was, when Jeſus Chriſt preached repentance to them 
by re oy Ln i a good conſcience towards God, as 
complying with the goſpel call, repenting and turning to him, 
thro” fairtt of Jeſus Chriſt, FE IM 1 3 


—_—_— 


evidences, any perſons were bro't thus far, they 
were admitted into the chriſtian church, and the 
covenant between God in Chriſt and them, to 


which they now conſented, engagin \ to perform 
/ 


the duties of it, thro” the help of 


vine grace, 


was ſealed and ratified, by adminiſtring chri- 


ſtian baptiſm to them, as a figure and inſtituted 
token of the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus, 
the blood of the new teſtament ; thro' the merit 
of which they were rendered accepted by God in 
a covenant relation to him, and covenant favor : 
Juſt as Moſes confirmed the covenant with the 
people of Iſrael at mount Sinai, by ſprinkling 


them with the blood of the ſacrifice offered to 


God for the purging their old ſins.— When 
this was done, they were received and treated by 
the apoſtles, as the Jews were, 'when they had 
entered into God's covenant, by Moſes, as chil- 
dren of God, 'brethren, ſaints, holy perſons, as 
conſecrated to God's holy ſervice, del, par- 
takers of the heayenly calling: and as /uch they 
admitted them'to the Lord's table, as bidden and 
accepted gueſts, as to a feaſt upon a ſacrifice 
offered to God by the great High Prieſt, fer 
tbem alfo'; which has obtaiged pardon and peace 

for them, to be ſecured to them forever, if they 


verify their chriſtian profeſſion and covenant. 


engagements, and' walk'in Chriſt in faith, love 
and obedience, rooted i in him. - Otherwiſe, if 


they give up their faith and renounce the chri- 
ſtian hope, or continue to walk contrary to Chriſt, 
in the Ipirie and lofts of this world, even as the 

a ddolatrous 
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idolatrous Gentiles who know not God ; they 


forewarn them that they will finally be cut off 
and caſt away, notwithſtanding the preſent favor 
ſhewn them by God ; as for theſe things it was 


done to many of the people i in the wilderneſs.— 


All theſe things are ſo very evident from the new 


teſtament, that I need not recite the texts at large 


which prove them. I only refer to a few out 
of many, which the reader may conſult for his 
own fatisfaQtion.* | | 
- Some of the apoſtles diſciples did apoſtatize 
from God, and from the Lord Jeſus, and many 
more, by degrees, returned back to the world, 
uſts they had once renounced ; as 
they, by the K 70 foreſaw and foretold that 
many would. They often expreſs their fears 
leſt ſome of the diſciples they had gained to 
Chriſt ſhould be induced by temptations to for- 
ſake his faith and ſervice, and return back again 
to the world. They ſpeak of ſome who had 
done ſo; and lament over them, not as having 
never believed, but as having their faith over= 
thrown, as ſubverted; not as never converted 


or turned to God at all, but as turned back again 
from him; not as never having received Jeſus 


Chriſt to "uk their Lord and Saviour, but as ha- 


| ving drawn back from following him; as bein 


intangled again in the luſts of the ad} and 


; 5 2 over- 
* Acts 2. 22,.— 42. ch. 8. rs and 14. 21,.— 23. and 
11. 19,23, 1 Cor. 10. 1,.— 22. Heb. 3. 6,— 19. and 4. 1,—11, 

1 Heb. 12. 14,1, 2 Or. 11. 2, 3. - {| was 

t Tit. 1. 10, 11, and 3. 10,11, 2 Tim. 2. 18. — 1 Tim. 
5 11.—13. e 


a | 20 paces | = 
overcome by them, after they had once eſcaped 
from them, thro' the knowlege of the Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt :#———To ſuch apoſtates 
and ſcandalous breakers of covenant, they denied 
the peace and communion of the church, till 
they returned again with repentance, and re- 
newed reſolutions of faithful obedience : as in 
the inſtance of the inceſtuous Corinthian, and 
Alexander; and Paul's directions relating to idle, 
"diſorderly walkers. | : 

Some will ſay, ſuch apoſtates never had that 
effectual, realizing, earneſt faith, and thorough 
'change, and entire converſion of heart, which 
- ſurely connect with final ſalvation; and therefore 
don't endure the trials of faith and virtue: a 
the apoſtle John ſays, They went out from us, 
but they were not of us; 55 if they had been 
of us, doubtleſs they would have continued 
with us.“ § | S Tens 


* 2 Pet. 2. 20,— 22. Heb. 6. 4,—8. and 10. 23.— 29, 35, 
"ID. £8. 12. 25. 1 Tim. 1. 5,6, 19 5 . 
We deceive ourſelves if we imagine that almoſt all the apeſ 
tles converts, when they firſt received the goſpel, had ſuch faith 
as ſurely conuects with final ſalvation, or had true root in them: 
ſelves. They did not admit them to facramenis as havirg 
"judged this the fact; but admitted them as pow embracing the 
true faith, and offering themſelves to be Chiill's diſciples, aud 
turning to the Lord, that they might be confirmed and ftabiit 
2 in faith, rooted and built up in Chriſt : at the ſame tige 
foreſeeing that many would turn away, and teſtify ing upto 8" 
that their final ſalvation depended on their being rooted and 
abidiog in Chriſt. | See Gal. 5. 2, 3, 4, 7.—9. Col. 1. 21, 
23. Mat. 24 9 —13. This reſpects the firſt age, ihe apo 
tles converts, Acts 20. 29, 30. 2 Tim. 4 3, 4. and 1.15 
and 3. 1,8, Loft days, i. e. the time of the chriſtian diſpen 
fation, 2 Pet, 2. 1,—3, 12,20. r John 2. 19. 
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This is true. Our Lord deſcribing the cha- 
racter of this ſort of chriſtians, in his parable of 
the ſower, ſays, they have no root in tbemſelves; 


no ſuch ſettled, ſupreme regard to God and Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and his ſalvation, as will freely and 
reſolutely ſacrifice every thing to their intereſt : 
their faith is not ſo ſtrong, realizing and earneſt 
as to work this in them ; yet our Lord allows 
them to have once believed. When tbey bear. 
they receive the word with joy, and—for a while 
believe, and in time of tempt ation fall away. The 
reaſon he gives is this, they have no . 

ä ut 


Luke 8. 13. This metaphorical manner of expreſſion, is 
imitated by Paul, who ſpeaks of being rooted and grounded in 
love, Eph. 3 17. and of being roxed and built up in Chriſt, 
and fabliſbed in the faith, Col. 2. 7, As I frequently uſe this 
manner of expreſſion, in this piece, I here a little explain my 
ſenſe of it, It is a metaphor taken from young trees, planted 
in the ground. If they don't ſtrike root in the ground they 
die and are eaſily overthrown or plucked up; but if they do, 
they ſtand faſt, grow and flouriſh, So when a man's faith of 
the goſpel is ſach alight perſuaſion of its truth, and fo very de- 
fective a view ot its divine glory, as not to engage his heart, and 
work in him a ſupreme, governing love and pious regard to God, 
to Jeſus Chriſt and his goſpel, he is like a planted tree which 
does not ſtrike and ſpread its roots in the ground. Such an 
one may have his faith overthrown ; and at beſt it is a dead 
faith, and will never enable him effectually to overcome the 
luſts and temptations of #4;s world, and he cannot bring forth 
feun unto perfection. God's covenant people are ſaid, in me- 


taphorical language, to be planted in his vineyard, planted into 


Chriſt, into the likeneſs of his death, and. to be ingrafted into 
him. If our faith is ſo firm a perfuaſion of the truth, and fo 
earneſt and realizing a ſenſe of the glorious excellence of God, of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of his religion and falvation, as draws the heart 
to, and fixes it in a true, ſupreme, governing love or attachment 
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holy ground, 


1 

Bot this cannot be known by the chufeh before 
trials make it manifeſt : and men do not ordi- 
narily know, 
vers, and give themſelves up to the Lord in 
ſolemn covenant, whether they {hall be able to 


_ endure all the trials of their Gith; Men have 


not this root in themſelves naturally as men, but 
they are planted into Chriſt, and tranſplanted out 
of the wild, uncultivated world, into his vine- 


yard, the viſible church, that deriving vital in- 


fluence from him, they may ſtrike root in the 
and fo fand faſt and bear fruit; 
or as the apoſtle's words are, may be rooted and 


built up in him, and flablifhed inthe faith. . — 


When 
to God and the Saviour, and his. kingdom of righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation, we have root in our ſelves, and are fitly, compared to a 
28 tree which takes root in the ground. Wherever this is 
he Caſe, it is ſo thro' the gracious influence of the holy Spirit, ac- 


companyipg the out ward diſpenſation of the goſpelof our falyaticg. 


And wherever he works this effect ual change, and earneſt at- 
tachment of the heart to God and the Saviour, be will preſerve 
his own work, keep this root alive, and, by his influence, gra- 
dually increaſe its ſpread and (ſtrength. He dwells in the hearts 
of fach believers for this purpoſe. God wills not that any of 
theſe ſhould be loft, and he will enable them to endure and pre- 
ſerve them to his heavenly kingdom. Every thing ſhort of this, 
which I call the root, may fail, and come to nought, and ſowe- 
times does, as our Saviour ſhews in his parable of the ſower. — 
I mention this to prevent a wiſappreheoſion of my ſentiments, 
and to cut off occaſſons of clamour. The judicious reader 
will obſerve that in this piece I uſe a ſciiptural manner of ex- 
preſſion. This I eſteem much beiter adapted to communicate 
the genuine ſenſe of the Spirit who ſpeaks to us by the holy 
ſcriptures, than the laoguage of the old ſchool divines; who are 
better adapted to perplex the minds of their readers, than o 


give them clear and juſt ideas of obs doctrines. 


4109. 2. 7. 


when they firſt commence belie- 
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When men are firſt planted * him, by 4 


ther they ever will be ſo firmly rooted in him as 
to ſtand faſt, when vehemently ſhaken by 3 
mighty wind. But this we do know, by the 
word of the Lord, that if they give themſelyes- 
Jup to his ſeryice with honeſt minds, his grace 
will be ſufficient for them, if they are not greatly 


ordinances (the ſacrament of his body and blood 
is one) as means for the conveyance. of this 
grace; that they may, thro his bleſſing upon 
them, in a diligent, prayerful attendance upon 
him, in the uſe of them, be eſtabliſhed and per- 
fected in faith, rooted and grounded in love, and 
ſo not be moved away from the hope of the 
goſpel, but bring forth fruit with patience, ta 
ripeneſs or perfeQtion. 

The ſum of the matter is this, tis not this. 


quire after and judge of, in order to determine 
whether ſhe i is to admit men to her communion, 


2 IS 
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covenant engagements, God only knows whe- 


wanting to themſelves. And he has appointed 


„ 


at the Lord's table; but their chen know- 
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the mediation of the High Prieſt of our profeff 
on; which things ſhe is well qualified to judge 
of: and where The finds theſe, ſhe is to admit 
ſuch to the facred feaſt upon the chriſtian ſacri- 
fice, (the apoſtles moſt certainly did fo) and by 
adminiſtring Chriſt's word and 'ordinances to 
them, as a good mother, endeavor to nou- 
riſh and eſtabliſh her children in the faith and 
grace which is in Chriſt. 

V. Some will fay, the church muſt, at leaſt, 
have evidence ſufficient to ground a judgment of 
charity upon, that they are 1/-aclites indeed, and 
have at preſent ſuch root in themſelves as will 
enable them to endure the trials of faith to the 


end. 


But of this they can't bave any preſent evidence 


ſufficient to ground any practical judgment upon, 


unleſs they have ſeen the ſtrength of their faith 
pretty effectually tried already; which is ſeldom. 
the cafe when men firſt come to give themſelves 
up to the Lord, and to his church by the will of 
God. They may hope they will endure, and 
ought to deſire and pray that they may have 
grace enabling them to do ſo. 454 this the ra- 
ther, becauſe there is reaſon, as the apoſtle ſays 
of his Cortathian converts, to be gealous over 

them with a godly zeal or jealouſy, leſt, as ſa- 
tan beguiled Eve thro' his ſubtilty, o theit 
minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity 


© that is in Chriſt ;* the purity. of his religion. 


This is a much wiſer and ſafer courſe, than to 


admit them under a ptetence of having made 4 
KAT, poſitive 
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i- ¶ pofitive judgment in charity, that they are already 
ge Jo rooted in Chriſt that they can't fall away from 
ut nim; and it is evidently a copying after the ex- 
i- Hample the apoſtles of Jeſus have ſet us, for the 
by airection of his churches. If ſuch a judgment 
to is at all made, as a ground to act _— in admit- 
u- ting members, it is made in weakneſs and pre- 
nd ſumption, rather than in wiſe charity. The 


pretence which ſome make of diſcerning who 
lare thorongh converts in heart, by a ſympathy 
and attraction of ſouls, is worthy only of ſuch 


nd enthuſiaſtic and weak perſons as are governed by 
ill Nchildiſh imaginations, and have not attained to 
he the underſtanding of men of mature age. 


The church indeed ought to have evidence 


ce ſufficient to ground a chafitable judgment upon, 
n, that the perſons offering themſelves to her com- 
th munion, do really believe the doctrines of Chriſt 
m to be true, upon the foot of their proper evi- 
es Mience, which they profeſs to believe, and that 
of they do honeſtly intend to walk in the Lord's 
ad Neommands, by his grace, when they profeſs ſuch 
ve a reſolution and ſolemnly promiſe ſuch obedi- 
a- Meace ; or in other words, that they are honeſt in 
ys. taking the vows of the covenant upon them- | 
er WWſclves. No known hypocrite in this, or diflem- 
a WWbler and liar to God in promiſing what, at the 
ir. Itime, he reſolves not to perform, can lawfully | 
ty be admitted by the church. But ſuppoſing him 
n. honeſt in his preſent profeſſion and promiſe, he 
to may afterwards change his mind, and violate his 

' Jengagements, as many of the covenanting Jews 
ve 1 5 did 


ſinned away, Nothing is more poſſible than 


Whether he intends to perform his promiſes when 


therefore to take heed leſt he fall from his ſted- 


20 
did ia the wilderneſs. When they made the 
covenant promiſe, they intended to perform it; 
but the after days of 825 were a 2 of 5 
provocation. 1 4 
Upon this conceſſion, ſome will Fay: The 
church may as certainly judge whether they 
© ars truly gracious or ſavingly changed, as whe- I 
© ther they are ſincere and honeſt af all, in then 
* profeſſion and covenant promiſes.— Th 
muſt be a great miſtake : for, fr, The outward 
ſigns, by which the church Judges of the inward 
principle, may ſpring from common faith and 
grace raiſed to a high degree. (2.) The man 
imfelf may not know whether what he experi- 
ences in himſelf is of the /er/ing kind, or only 
proceeds from the influence of that faith and 
common grace which may poſſibly fail, and be 


that men may thus miſ- judge, and be ſelf-decei- 
ved i in this matter, without deſign - [this is a too 
common cafe. But a man may eaſily know 
whether he believes what he ſays he docs, and 


he makes them; tho he may not know, before- 
Hand, whether Fötüre temptations may not in- 
dace bim to change his mind, and effentially 
violate his covenant vows. It becomes him 
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faſtneſs: and it better becomes the church to 
teach every man, and warn every one that comes 
to her communion, than at their firſt entrance to 


rr a * = nd ve, ene n Judg- i 
meli u 


2 2 DD, oye Ay 


the ( | 27 
m it; ent that they are ae ſo eſtablimed chat 
e u hey can't fall away: and this is evidently 


ore ſafe and edifying for her children. 


Deve with all the heart, is to exerciſe that ſpe- 


ard nal ſalvation. Therefore ſaving faith is, in 
and Hadults, a neceſſary condition or qualification for 
nan be ptilm, and conſequently for the Lord's ſupper. 
eri-· ¶ But let us examine this matter a little. The 
ny Eunuch underſtood Philip's demand, and Philip 
and underſtood his anſwer, and accepted it as full 


up to his demand, and thereupon baptized him. 


too Ml remaining doubt or heſitation in my mind, but 
odo firmly believe this great fundamental doctrine 
and of the chriſtian religion. This is to believe 


think moſt probable ? 


ed- el the heart, as uſed in other texts, and to theſe 
to parallel phraſes, wirh the whole heart, and with 


nes ill 2! the de hire, with a Perfect Heart. They imply . 


: tO a mind determined in the choice of its object, or 
'g- 12 ſeeking ſome end, in oppoſition to a mind 


cally unſettled, n, or r Airigen and diſtracted be- 


- tween 


9 att; 3 35, . 


| YI. Some will ſay, Philip demanded of the 
Wunuch an affirmative anſwer to this queſtion, 
oft thou believe w0/7h all thy heart ? as the 
ent Tondition of his receiving baptiim. And to be= 


ial kind of faith which ſurely connects with 


His anſwer was this, I beiteve that Feſus Cbriſi is 
the Son of God.“ As tho' he had ſaid, I have no 


with all the heart, in Philip's ſenſe of the phraſe, 
or he receded from his firſt demand, aud ac- 
cepted an anfwer ſhort of it. Which do you 


im This is agreableto the ſenſe of this phraſe, with 


tween contrary objects; ſuch as was that of the 
Iſraclites to whom Elijah ſays, How long halt 
ye between two opinions. If the Lord be 
© God, follow him; but if Baal, follow him! 
This determination or indetermination and un. 
ſettledneſs of mind may reſpect either the judy. 
ment or the will. To love God with all the 
heart, is ſo truly to love him or to be ſeparate! 
from all adultrous loyes, unto him only, as our 
God, not divided in heart, and drawn contrary 
ways, by inconſiſtent affections. In a like ſenſe, 
the phraſes of ſeeking and ſerving God with all 
the heart, the whole heart, and deſire, are to be 
underſtood. _ 5 
_-God ſays to Jeroboam, Thou haſt not been 
* as my ſervant David, Who— followed me with 
© all his heart, r do that only which was right in 
© mineeyes ;* (i. e. in the matters relating to my 
worſhip) © but thou haſt gone and made thee 
© other Gods, and molten images.“ Jehu de- 
ſtroyed Baal and his worſhip out of Iſrael, with 
all his heart, and in this did that which was 
right in God's eyes. * But he took no heed to 
walk in the law of the Lord—70274 all his heart: 
* for he departed not from the ſins of Feroboam. 
When all Judah and Benjamiv, and many out cf 
Iſrael entered into a covenant to ſeck the Lord, 
tis ſaid, * They rejoiced at the oath ; for they had 
«* ſworn with all their heart, and ſought him 40:19 
© therr whole 4cfire.' | This implies no more, as 
predicated upon all the people entering into the 
— on nh covenant, 
; Kings 14. 8, 9. + 2 KEirgs 10. 30, 31. || 2 Chr. 15. 15. 
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covenant; but that they 1 willingly engaged 
themſelves, with vrefoat, full purpoſe of mind, 
to forſake their idolatry, and henceforth worſhip 
and ſerve their God only, and according to bis 
own inſtitutions. If we underſtand it as imply- 
ing ſuch a change of heart as ſurely connects 
with final ſalvation, it was not true of all of 
them, that they ſwore with all their heart: we 
have no reaſon to think it was. 

To believe any particular doctrine, as this for 
inſtance, Feſus Cbriſt is the Son of God, with al! 
the heart, is to believe it firmly, on the foot of 


reaſonable and fatisfying evidence, ſo as not to 
de in ſuſpenſe and wavering of mind about it, 


but to receive it with full aſſent as the undoubted 
truth of God tis oppos'd to doubting or inde» 


termination. As the apoſtle James ſays, * Let 


© him aſk in faith, aorbing wavering : for he that 
© wavereth is like a wave of the ſea, driven about 
with the wind and toſſed.“ Such an one does 
not believe with all the heart. Peter did not, 
when walking on the ſea he ſunk thro' fear. 
The Lord thus reproved him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt It was 
with great propriety that Philip aſked the Eu- 
nuch, when he deſired to be 06 to Jeſus 
Chriſt by baptiſm, whether he firmly believed 
him to be the Son of God. And every man 
muſt be fully ſettled in their belief, before he 
gives himſelf up to him as his Lord and Saviour, 
or he acts a very inconſiſtent part. 

But if faith is taken in the moſt cn 


ſenſe, 


( 30 ) 


feafe, as including the governing love of truth 
as well as a belief of it, as it ſometimes is, then 


believing with all the heart will imply, a receiv- 
ing the truth in love, unto obedience, as well as 
a firm undoubting belief of it. In this ſerife, 
with the heart, or mind, man believes to righte- 
ouſneſs.— But I think all the circumſtances of 
the Eunuch's caſe conſpire to convince that be- 
leving here intends believing the doctrine con- 
cerning Chriſt, which Philip had been opening 
unto him. He had no cauſe to queſtion the ſin- 
cerity of his heart. He, before this, believed 
the God of Abraham to be the true God, with 

al his heart, or fall perſuaſion of mind, and 


| Hugbe and worſhipped him with all his deſire, 


having wholly renounced all ſervice of other 


'_ Gcds: of which he gave evidence in taking fo 


long a journey as from Ethiopia to Jeruſalem to 
worſhip the one true God, who had placed his 
name there, and to implore his Vieaibg: He 
fought not in vain ; (Dlefled is the man that waits 
at wiſdom's gates) the Lord looked down upon 
him with. compaſſionate love, tho' he had not 
explicitly known bim, and, by his Spirit, bid 
Philip go and join him, and teach him his know 
lege. He did ſo. (He could net doubt tbe 
fincereneſs of his mind. He wanted nothing 


but the doctrinal knowlege of Chriſt to become 
is di iſciple This Philip was ſent to lead him 


into.) As they went on, Philip explaining to 
him the things concerning Jeſus Chriſt, which 


were great, good news to him, and he attending 
with 


r 


* 1 
with an opened heart, they came to a place of 
water; and the Eunuch, already a belie ver in 
heart, and earneſt to become a diſciple in the 
preſcribed form, cries out to Philip, See, here 
« is water; what doth hinder me to be baptiſed?” 
This was an implicit profeſſion of his faith, and 
an explicit declaration of his deſire to become a 
Giſciple to Jeſus. Swallowed up in deep atten- 
tion to Philip's diſcourſe, probably he had not 
before given any indication of his faith. Philip 
knowing men are firſt to believe and then to be 
baptiſed, requires a more explicit profeſſion of 
his faith, ſaying, 1/ thou belreveſt with all thy heart 
thou mayeſt. The Eunuch anſwered, as above, 
and Philip baptiſed him. I preſume the ju- 
dicious and unbiaſſed will think I have given the 
true ſenſe of Phihp's words, as he intended them, 
and as the Eunuch underſtood, and reply'd to 
them. 5 
VII. Some will yet ſay, Perſons in order to 
their admiſſion to the Lord's table muſt profeſs 
that which, if true, renders them /aints indeed, 
certainly and ſuch converts as ſhall be ſaved at laſt; 


_ otherwiſe they are not ſo much as v//4b/e ſaints. 


This reaſoning is not good. The true propoſi- 
tion is this, viz. A man muſt profeſ: a belief of 
the true doctrine concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and 


engage in covenant to do that which, if he truly 


performs, thro' the grace of Chriſt, he is a ſaint 
indeed, and be ſolemnly conſecrated, and ſacrifi- 
cally ſanctified to God's ſervice, by the ſprink- 


ling of the blood of the covenant upon him; 


_ otherwiſe 


1 
/ 
” 


otherwiſe he is not ſo Tack as a Viſible ſaint. 
Thus the people at Sinai were conſecrated and 
made viſible ſaints, holy to God by covenant 
engagements, and ſanctification by ſprinkling 
the blood of the covenant upon them; and ſo 
were accepted with God as a people near, and 


peculiar to him, and were the holy people, be- 


loved by God. Such as had then ſuch a ſpirit 
of faith, love and duty to God as was a preſent 
root of after obedience, were, even then, inviſible 
faints, or Maelites indeed: others were viſible 
ſaints, real members of the viſible church, and 
accepted by God at ſuch. And juſt ſo it is in 
reſpect to chriſtian covenanting.—Vuilible ordi- 
nances have reſpect to viſible characters and re- 


lations, which men are Judges of.— God, who 


1 Cor. 10. 1.—12. 


knows the hearts, never requires men to profeſs 


that which is not true. It was true of the peo- 


ple at Sinai, that when they promiſed to obey 


God's commands, they were reſolv'd to do ſo. 
Too many of them ſoon chang'd their minds, 
and by their froward diſobedience bro't great 
guilt and wrath upon themſelves ; aud are ſet 
forth by God as examples, for warning to chriſ- 
tian covenauters, in all the world, to the end of 


time. See what the apoſtle ſays to this purpoſe, 


- A. 

„Some perhaps will ſay, God requires nothing but holioeſs ; 
and whatſoever he commands, he requires it to be done in 2 
© holy manger, and difaltows all ſinin the manner of Joing duty. 
But no man, whoſe faith is not ſaving, can do any one holy * 


ye to God's holy ſervice, and thereby 
d 


VIII. Some will tell me, The Lord's ſupper 
is a feaſt prepared for God's children only, and 
it is not fat to admit any to it who are not chil- 


dren. þ FT JFC oy 7 2+ - 
True. But all who are admitfed by our Lord 
| into covenant with God, thro his mediation, he 


In all they do, there is no ene act of compliance withGed's directions: 
« they do not the thing that God commands : they don't attend the 
' will of Cod. Therefore none but the ſavingly changed, ought 
to enter into God's. covenant, and promiſe to keep his com- 
* mands, and to offer themſelves and children to baptiſm, or to 
come to the Lord's table.“. | „ 
Bat it onght to be obſerved. —W 5375008 
1. That holineſs conſiſts in conformity to the will of God. 
Whalſoe ver God commands to be done, is rendered a holy work, 
by being commanded. God ſanctifies actions by commanding 
them, not men by doing kem Joshua and his people com- 
piſſed Jerico, blowing with rams horas, expectiog the walls to 
fall. God's command rendered this a holy work, and a reaſo- 
gable and acceptable ſervice; which, otherwiſe, would have 
been a ridiculous and preſumptuous buſigeſs. 1 
2. Actions commanded by God, and done in cbedience to his 
command, are holy works, ſo far as they agree to the command, 
and acts of obedience. If any circumſtances attend the doing, 
or manner of doing, which diſagree to the command, theſe are 
ln :* But theſe do not render that which is agreeable to the com- 
mand cantrary to it: and what is agreeable to the command is 
ip toved by the commander as being ſo. This then is not ſin. 
God commanded the Iſraclites in Egypt to kill a Iamb, on a certain 
day, to ſtrike of its blood over their doors, as a ſign, &c. to roaſt 
and eat it, wich unleavened bread and bitter herbs, &c. They 
did as they were commanded, and becauſe /o cammanded, belicuing 
God's. promiſe to them ſo doing; and. were accepted in this work 
of faith. This was a religicus feaſt, a holy ſerpice. The greater 
put of the men who were required to attend this holy feaſt 
ud apt ſaving faith. God knew this when he gave this com- 
und. When the hour came to eat, they were ſtill unregene- 


W 


calls his children, and requires the ſervants of his 
houſhold to treat them as his children, not as FT 
Our Saviour ſpeaks of the Jews, while in cove- 
nant, as God's children: He ſays to the Cana- 
anitiſh woman, Let the children firft be filled. — 
Believers who are devoted to him in covenant, 
n baue 
rate. Thus circumſtanced, was it their preſent duty to eat u 
to forbear? Was it God's will that they ſhould now obey ibi: 
command, or diſobey it? They did eat, and God accepted 
them therein, fo far as to fave them that night from the rok 
of the deſtroying angel, who ſlew the firſt: born of the Egyptians, 
thro' a Nn to the typical bloodſhed to atone for their figs. 
Will you fay, Ia all they did, there was no act of compliance 
with God's directions; that they did not do the thing God 
* commanded : You may as well fay, the ſun is not riſeo, at 
goon day. Will you ſay, They ſinned in their manner of eatiog, 
in not exerciling ſaving faith, which the general law of true rc 
ligion required of them? True This want of ſaving faith 
was negative fin in them, or a finful omiſſion. God did not 
forbid them td eat ia fuch faith, ſo did not require them to ſi 
ggaiaſt one-law in obeyiog another. But knowing they had it 
-not, God commanded them to eat, exerciſing ſuch faith as they 
then had. So they obeyed this command, and at the ſame time 
were guilty of a ſin of omiſſion, in not obeying the other general 
command. But God, looking upon the blood fhed for them - 
did not now fo impute this fin to them as to debar them fron 
his table, and ſuffered not the deftroying angel to touch then. WW _- 
This whole affair was ordered as a fit means to raiſe their mind 2 
up to a ſaving faith ——Doubtleſs God thought that in ell thi 
be wiſely conſulted the honor of his holineſs, and the edificati h: 


on of his people. And he is the beſt judge of what is fit for ..- 
- him to do for this purpoſe. e Fei en 


Do you think it would bave become Moſes, as a faithful wi 
niſter of God, and zealous for bis honor, perceiving many of bi 

people not faringly changed, to have 1 8 dem f:om 1d 
| fal, telling them that if they did eat they would not do the 


' thing commanded ; would fin it eating, not having ſaving fais 


ap! 
+ 4 


muß 
have thę honor, in the language of heaven, to be 


called God's children: and if they behave well, 
in the eye of the church, they are, by his will, 
to be admitted to his table. Some of thele are 
not true in heart. God knows who are his » 
on the 


aud that God forbids all fin ? If he bad been guilty of ſuch 
preſump tuous folly, thro' blind zeal, do you think God would 
have honored bim for it before all Iſrael and the whole world? 
Some, perhaps, will further object, and ſay, © The faith of 
all who are not ſavingly changed, is but the faith of devils ; and 
it is moſt abſurd to pretend that ſuch faith gives right to draw 

' near to God in ordinances of worſhip.”—— This is a great 
miſtake, The faith of devils is an unwilling belief of doctrinal 
truths of God, which have no degree of good influence on their 
minds, tending to health, and which can have none, and are 
not fitted in their nature, as they reſpect them, to work any 
good effect in them. Their faith only convinces them that 
they are debar'd all hope, and all acceſs to God forever. The 
belief of goſpel doctrines, in men under the diſpenſation of grace, 
is eſſentislly different from that of devils in theſe reſpects. The 
truths believed are adapted in their nature, as they reſpect them 
to produce the belt effects in their minds; and they have in fact, 
a good influence, in ſome degree, tending to health, in many 1 
men, whoſe faith is not yet ſo effectual as to be ſaving. It draws | 
them to forſake old ſins, and ſeek God in the way of duty. And q 
ſome in ſeeking obtain more grace; others in drawing back loſe 4 
common grace. Peter ſpeaks of ſome ſuch, who once, for a 1 
time, eſcaped the pollution, of the world, thro" the knowlege of the 3 
Lord and Saviour Fefus Chriſt, tho' afterwards they are again j 
intang led therein; not giving ſuch earneſt heed to the things they 1 
have believed, as they ought. Some perhaps will ſay here, | 
That in all the reformations of ſuch believers as may fall away 
at laſt, * they only bring Forth fruit unto death; that death and 
dell beget all the children they bring forth. Let ſuch learn of 
Peter, and better conform their ſeniiments and language to his, 
and be careful not to pervert ſcripture phraſes to a ſenſe intitely 
 inconfiſtent with the mind of the Spirit et Truth, leſt he re- 
prove them. : | | WO 
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the higheſt ſenſe. Au lee to be exhorted to fol- 
125 God as dear children. Such. as do fo are 

approved by the ſearcher of hearts, and will, one 
day, be admitted to eat of the bidden manna, and 
ſhare the purchaſed inberitange. Too many un- 


" wiſe children behave themſelves frowardly, and 


tho' corrected refuſe to receive inſtruction. 
Theſe the heavenly Father will finally reject and 
caſt out of his family. Wherefore if ye call 
* on the Father, who, without reſpect to perſons, 

* judgeth according to every man's work, paſs 
* the time of your ſojourning here in fear,” 1 Pet, 


1. 17. 


IX. God alſo vouchſafes to ſpread the ſkirt 
of his covenant love over the infant ſeed of his 
covenant people; as he ſaid to Abraham, J will 
be a God to thee, and to thy ſced; and allows, 
"and requires them to be ſolemnly conſecrated to 
his ſervice, and committed and recommended to 
his mercy, and grace : and they alſo are accepted 
as his children, in covenant favor, thro' the me- 
diator, being ſprinkled with the blood of the 
covenant, by the figurative waſhing of chriſtian 
baptiſm : which ſo far cleanſes the gal pollution 
of original fin, before imputed, as that this cant 
now lie as a juſt bar in the way of their being 
favorably accepted with a holy God, in their of- 
feting up to him by Jeſus brit, as ſervants to 
him, and objects of his covenant mercy, * Elſe 


were your children unclean, but now are they 


4 Holy. d they a1 are rendered e ry 
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the Jewiſh people in conſecrating their children 
to their idol gods. Ezek. 23. 37. They have 
'alſo cauſed their ſons, whom they bear ante 
ye, to paſs, for them, thro* the fire, to devour 


them.“ On this ground the baptiſm of infants 


is vindicable, and truly aud greatly fignificant.— 
The objection of the annabaptiſts, that their 
baptiſm is of no avail, a mere naked ceremony, 
becauſe they can't act faith in it, has no real 
ſtrength. Gud may as conſiſtently receive infants 
to be his devoted fervants, if he pleaſes, as a man 


may receive an infant as a bond ſervant to him: 
Thanks be to God, it Bas pleaſed bim. He does 


not require preſent ſervice of them ; but only, 
as he opens and enlarges their capacities to ſerve 
bim, a ſervice proportioned- to them. But as 


they come into life under a legal pollution, con- 


ſequent to the firſt ſin, and ſentence of judgment 
upon it, they can't be offered with acceptance, 


dren of God's family. And our Saviour fays, of 
| ſuch is the kingdom of heaven : and God claims 
them as his, and by this, aggravates the fin of 


unleſs this is purged ; which is done, and can be 


done, only by ſprinkling the blood of the cove- 
nant s pon them. If they were under the guilt 
and pollution of perſonal fins, committed againſt 


light, actual faith in the blood of cleanſing, - 


voutd, according to the divine eonſtitution, be 


neceſſary in order to the application of this blood 
for their cleanſing therefrom. The apoſtles 
were ſent to preach the goſpel to ſuch, being yet 


dit of the chriſtian covenant, and to bring them 
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made a n tot 
only under legal [Fn by : imputed. fin; 


2 God far his covenant favor to them, the 


sh. by Jeſus Chriſt, profeſs chef 25 


46 
1 and make them ale to Jeſas. 
with great e. actual faith; or a coming 
to the blood of Jeſi 5 For cleanſing, . i 
ir being actually — 5 
led with it in their baptiſm. , But infants are 


which was imputed by an act of divine authori. 
ty, without their knowlege, in the myſterious 
diſpenſations of God's government; and if God 
pleaſes, he may, with propriety alſo impute to 
them the merit of the blood of atonement, for 
the purpoſe of taking off this imputation, and 
purgiog this uneleenneſs, in any degree as be 
pleaſes, without their knowlege or faith pre- 
ceeding. - This application is made, and out- 
Ward! y:bgnified. to us, by their: baptiſan, as th: © 
way o their conſecration to God. And thu 
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hey are bro't into a ſtate of acceptance with il © 


2 thro' 2 as his re . | þ 
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Nice Faith to at vater ende. — with ds a 
i le 
they behave well and walk orderly, — fhoul W 
be exhorted to come. to the Lord's table, as i 
Buty and honorable privilege. And, thankful 2 


mould willingly come and give themſelves: vi 
g fats 


N 


ping for a — to 4. blood of the covenant: 
which was ſprinkled u pon them ĩ in their baptiſt: 
and if they have committed open, ſcandalous 
ins, they ſhould ſhe w their repentance of them. 
Doing theſe things, they ought, according to the 
Lord's command, to come and keep the feaſt 
upon the ſacrifice once offered for the fins of th 
covenant people. No man may forbid them, 
thus coming. Whoever does ſo brings guilt 
upon himſelf. 

Covenant children would de inftruted: that 
the duties of the covenant are bound upon them 
by God's authority; that they are conſecrated to 
him, and accepted by him as his covenant chil- 
dren and ſervants by Jeſus Chriſt, from their ins 
fancy, thro the ſprinkling of the blood of the 
covenant upon then in their baptiſin, and are 
now expected and required, by God, to ſeck, 
honor and ſerve him, in an attendance on all the 
duties and ordinances of the covenant; and that 
God, in Chriſt, has a paternal good will to them, 
and encourages them to ſeek him in this way, 
aſſuring them that he will be with them if they 
are with him, and will be found of them if they - 
ſeek him diligently, and meet them in the'way 
with his bleffing, if they rejoice in his covenant 
mercy and favor, and work righteouſneſs, 
On the other hand, they ſhould be admoniſhed 
of the fin and danger of living in a careleſs,” and 
preſumptuous neglect of eovenant duties: that 


2 25 bave no other liberty or allowance to ne 
_ gle 


r | 
{i glect them, than they have to neglect their on 
8 Lalvation, and refuſe the offer of eternal life; 
[| that if they forſake the God of their fathers, and 
[90 out into the wicked world, as living without 
if! Godin the world, he will forſake and caſt then 
Siviog our coyenant children ſuch. a true, 
ſeriptural view of their relation to God, and co- 
venant obligations and encquragements to ſeck 
and ſetve him, has a happy tendency. to draw 
their hearts to anſwer to God's demand upon 
them, as David's did : Seek ye my face.—Thy face, 

Lord, will we ſeek,——A contrary repreſentation 
and view. has a contrary tendency, and a moſt 
malignant influence on their young and tender 
L £5593 id ud anon bros WM: 
K. Some will ſay, None ought. to be ad. 
mitted. to the Lord's table, till they are fir 
 fendiified and cleanſed by the blood of the cove iff 
nant, and thereupon admitted to a ſtate of pa-: 
don and. favor with God; which none are till 
they have ſuch faith as ſurely connects with final MW; 
ſalvation.— Others acknowlege the laſt part MW, 

i 

4 


of this propoſition to be true, but deny the firſt; 
and ſay, Men who abide under wrath, and are 
unintereſted in the blood of the covenant, or 
_ uncleanſed by it, may come and pirtake, mean-Mj 
ing thereby only to profeſs a. belief of the doc · WW, 
rige relating to this blood, tho”. there be po ap- n 
plication of it made to theraſelves ; not at all toWq 
profeſs a belief of their having preſent intereſt 
In it, but only a wiſh that they may; and as 4 
. | ; ns mean; 
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1 
means of working in them that faith which give 1275 
intereſt. But the werds of the inſtitution ain- 
ly ſappoſe the receiver to have ſome pets in- 
tereſt in, and actual benefit by the ſaerifice, and 
to partake as believing be bat . This is 
"hy! body, which was offered for you ; this is 
my blood, which was ſhed for you,” Ke. As 
fuch, the perſon offering the ſacrifice gives it to 
his bidden gueſts, faying, Take, and eat ye all of 
it—drink ye all of it. here there is no benefit 
given ard received by the ſactifice, there is ma- 
nifeſtly no propriety, but a great abſurdity, in 
partak ing of the feaſt made upon it.—Yet the 
writers on the other de have no cauſe to tri- 
umph. I think neither of them ſet the matter 
in a elear and perfect, ſcriptural light. Let * 
hear the apoſtles themſelves. 
Paul ſpeaking of ſueh chriſtian profeſfors « as 
apoſtatize from the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, ſays of 
ſuch an one, He hath counted the blood of the 
* covenant, Siewert HE war SANCTIFIED' (i. e. 
in his baptiſm) an unholy thing. (Heb. 10. 290 
And Peter exhorting chriſtians to add to their 
faith the virtues of the chriſtian temper, ſays, 
He that lacketh theſe things—has forgot that 
' be 2045 PURGED from bis old fins.” (2 Pet. 1:9.) 
i. e. by his baptiſm; as an inſtituted figure or 
token of the ſorinklin g of the blood of the cove- 
vant upon him. This purging of old ſins, is 
the ſame as being fanctifed by 45 blood of the 
covenant ; and both imply the taking off -the 
mputation of ins committed before ſuch became 
A chriſtians 


— rn 


chtiſtians; ih what ſenſe we ſhall ſee preſently 
Nov, by the teſtimony of theſe two witneſle, 
of Jeſus, it is manifeſt; that ſuch chriſtians x 
remain barren, branches in the true vine, ang 
finally fall, or are broken off, were once /an4; 
Fed, in the ſacriſical ſenſe, and purged from ther 
old fins, by the blood of the covenant.——And yet 


we know, bythe word of the Lord, that ſuch 
1 never had true root in themſelves, or in other 
i}. words, never had effectual, powerfully heart. 


purifying faith; for if they had, they would 
| | 466 borne fruit to ripeneſs, have endured to the 
ll end, and been ſaved at laſt, Luke 8. 15. 
if Some will ſay, How is this buſineſs of andi. 
Hing ſuch imperfect believers as may, and do 
fall away, and of purging their old fins to be un- 
derſtood? This ſounds odly in our ears. 
It may ſeem ſtrange and abſurd to ſuch as ar: 
unattentive to the language of the holy ſcriptures, 
and not careful to take the ideas communicated 
thereby, but connect unſcriptural ideas with 
ſcripture phraſes. This is a ſource of greatWn 
confuſion in our notions and reaſonings.—— . 
But this buſineſs of ſanctifying and purging ſuch] 
believers as may fall away, merits explanation. I ſe 
1 will endeavor to give my ideas of it clearly : 1Mth 
think they are ſcriptural ; but if they are not, 
and any one will ſhew it me, and what is tht 
ſcripture doctrine, ſpeaking the truth in love, 
will thank him for his labour of love for the 
14 truth's ſake. _ j M Tg 
[1 Sanctifying and purging perſons from the 
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1d bus Wathe⸗ ſimilar phraſes of cleaning, 
aſhing and purifying: them, are uſed both in 
he old teſtament and new, in a two- fold ſenſe: 


aſhing and cleanſing of the heart, and hands 
x life from old luſts and wickedneſſes. So our 


or his diſciples that God will /an&y them 
thro' his truth; and ſays to his apoſtles, © Ve are 
can thro? the word I have ſpoken unto you,” 


of the Gentiles thro” faith :* And God com- 
mands his covenant people, ſaying, 4 0 Fragen 


105. Iem, waſh thy heart from wickedneſs: How 
1 do long ſhall vain tho'ts lodge within thee?” And 
avid prays ſaying, Create in me a clean heart, 


' and renew within me a right frame of ſpirit.” 


inners; purify your bearfs, ye double- minded. 
This kind of ſanctification, purging, &c. is ef- 
ſected by the belief of the ſaving truth, thro the 
moral power and influenge of the Spirit of God; 

com panying the outward miniſtration of the 
cleanſing, ſanctifying truth. But this is not the 
ſenſe in which 410 apoſtles, Paul and Peter, uſe 


repreſent the perſons whom they there ſpeak of 
is ſanctified and purged, as ſtill amſanctzſted in 
Wart, not purged from moral err but 
ul wicked N 
| Therefore « obſerve _ 


a 


s auh 


Firſt, as a ſanctifying and purging, or purifying, 


dayiour ſpeaks of the pure in beart, and prays 


\nd Peter obſerves that God pure the hearts 


And James exhorts, ſaying, *C/eanſe your hands, ye 


the terms /an#ified and purged, in the texts 
abovementioned, as is moſt evident: for they 
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d/ Theſe es, are very frequent] 
uſed ! in the + Thos gh denoting a — — . 
purging of perſons from the guilt. or kgs! polly- 
tion of ſin, by. ſacrifice offered to God for their 
ft to make atonement or reconciliation, as 2 
ground upon which God grants pardon, or take 
off the legal imputation of their fin, by an act of 

ſovereigu authority: without, and before which, 
perſons. who have ſinned are conſidered aad 
treated as legally unclean and guilty, and as ſuch 
are denied acceſs to God. The merit. of the 
G6n-offering of atonement is applied to the, per- 
ſons to be purged; which is ſignified by variou 
inſtituted figas and ceremonies = cleanſing ; and 

thereupon the perſons thus cleanſed and ſandi- 
tied, are conſecrated or dedicated to God's ſer- 
vice, either. in general as. his covenant ſervants 
or in ſpecial offices, —This;/acrifcg! ſanctifca- 
tidn and purging from legal uncleanneſs is out- 
wardly adminiſtred, by vifible-ordinances, to the 
covenanting, or covenant peopte.—This ſacriſi- 
cal fanctification and purgiug the fins of men 
conſecrated to God's ſervice, extends in ſome 
inftances ſo fat as. abſolutely and forever to 
take off the imputation of iin before God, a 
the final judge of moral agents, and ſecure abſo- 
lute, final and everlaſting forgiveneſs of all treſ. 
Paſfes and ſins. It does ſo always when men 
faith in the revealed mercy. of God, thro' a fe- 
ſpe to the ſacrifice offered for fin, is ſo firm, 
realizing and eFeQual, thro* the holy Spirit, a 
"ay to | cleanſe and anctufp their rote red 
| ren 0 
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render them morally clean and pute. Hence 
Paul ſays, There is now no more condemnation 
« to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Who walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. (Rom. 
8. 1.)——In other inſtances this ſanctification 
and cleanſing or purging from the legal defile- 
ment of fin, reſpects only the outward admiai- 
ration of God's kingdom of grace in this world. 
| God, thro' a reſpect to the atonement offered to 
make reconciliation for the {fins of men entering 
into his covenant, and dedicating themſelves and 
theirs to his ſervice, accepts them as his ſervants, 
and admits them to the enjoyment of the ordi- 
nances of his warſhip, and in this ſenſe pardons 
and puts away their fins, or does not ſo impute 
them as to forbid their acceſs to him in the or- 
dinances of his worſhip. And thro" reſpect to 
the atoning ſacrifice, for their ſins, he alſo d- 
mits ſuch particular perſons as he chuſes and 
calls to ſpecial offices of ſervice in his viſible 
church, into ſuch ſpecial nearneſs to himſelf. 
(Unleſs we obferve and admit theſe diſtinctions, 
we can't fully underſtand the holy {cripturesre- 
lating to theſe things, but hall miſtake the ſonſt 
of many texts, and have very confuſed hotions of 
the ſcripture doctrine relating to theſe matters.) 
Theſe obſervations are illuſtratod and confirmed 
by facts and examples in ſotiptare. Thus Gag 
commanded Moſes; in conſeocrating and ſanctiſy - 
ing Aaron and his ſons to him in the priteiſt a 
office, to kill a bullock for a ſin- offering for 
them, they having ficlt put thoir hands on his 
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bead in token of elitir fins - beisz figurativeſy | 
laid upon him to be atoned for and purged, and 
to ſprinkle of his blood upon the Verde of the 
altar; and then to offer a ram for « burat-offer- 
ing for them, and ſprinkle of his blood upon the 


altar; and next to ſlay a ſecond rar 
of conſecration; and put ſome of his blood on the 
tip of their tight ears, on the thumbs of their 
right hands, and great toes of their right feet, 
and ſprinkle of the blood upon them, and vpon 
their garments, and upon the altar roünd about. 
After theſe things are done, and ſome other cere- 
monies performed; Moſes is further con manded, 
ſaying, Thou ſhelt take the ram ſecra- 
« tion and ſeeth his fleſh in the holy place! And 
Aaron and his ſons ſhiall eat the fleſh of the 
tram and eat thoſe things where witbᷣ the atone- 
nent was made to conſecratèe and to anti 
„them. * This, 1 preſume, was allowed them 
as a token that God now accepted them with 
grace or favor into this ſacted office. They 


were, by the ſprinkling of the blood of the his 


crifices/offered for them, purged from their old 
fins. and pardoned, | in this ſenſe, viz: ' God did 
not now impute them ſo as to hinder their being 
50 ciotſly-accepted by him into this holy office 

"ſervice. But we have no evidence that all 
bf them had ſuch faith as is the condition of ab- 
ſolote and final forgiven ſs + before Scene as the 
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jollißes men abſolutely ur to eternal life upon their cowplyfog 
ieh the whole condition of ſalvation, but alſo when - di- 
£ 
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, as the ram 
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go in conſecrating and offering the Levites to 
God, in their miniſtry, Aaron is commanded to 
offer a young bullock as a ſin- offering, and ana- 
ther as a burnt- offering to make atonement for 
When this was done, and ſome other ceremonies 
performed, they went in to do their ſervice in 
the tabernacle of the congregation—as the Lord 
had commanded,” See Num. 8. 5. ——— 22. 
ut. charges them from: that temporal puniſhment or death or exci- 
re- ſon which is due to, and threatened: for their ſin; or not im- 
d, Patag their ſi as he juſtly might do, to their excluſion from 
hn his family and ſervice, he, by an act of grace, admits them into 
as it, or continues them in it, with preſent acceptance. And this, 
nd when granted, is granted thro' a reſpect to ſome atonement 
he Ml made for their ſin. Tlus God threatens the people of Iſrael 
„bor their perverſe behaviour upon the report of the ſpies, ſaying, 
'- WW [will ſmite them and diſinherit them. But Moſes interceded 
ity ber them: And the Lord iid, I have pardined accurding io thy 
m vord, Numb. 15. 11,.— 20. 
ith So the . of particular treſpaſſes and ſins upon the 
offering the ſacrifices, and performing the ceremonial purificati- 
CY I ons commanded in the law, fo often promiſed, reſpects the uon- 
a- inputing their ſins, ſo as to exclude the offenders from acceſs to 
d Cod in the ordinances of his worſhip. . To this purpoſe ſee 
id Leit 4th ch. and ch. 5. 1,—10. & 6. 1,7. & 19. 20,—22. 
& ch. 5 17.— 19. This forgiveneſs of ſins, upon atonement 
DS nade, fo far as reſpects te outward diſpenſation of God's king- 
ce dom of grace in this world, the apoſile ſtiles a ſanctiſication of 
all che offenders thro? the lacriſices and purifications en joined them, 
12 Heb. 9. 13. The blood of bulls and of gaats, and the aſhes of 
an heifer, ſprinkling the unclean, ſanctifieth to the purifying 
he IN * ofthe fleſn. The blood of Jcſus ſprinkled ſanRifieth in the 
$0 Il higheſt ſenſe, and abſolutely purges all fin, ſo that there is no 
remembrance of it agaia, in the judgment of God, it we come to 
be it with ſach right and earneſt faith as is effectual to purify our 
Wo hearts: But if our faith fails of this, we have no higher benefit 
u ir thao that of bag admitted into the viſible church and to 
eatward ordinances, as accepted covenant ſervants, s 


3 OT 
To this holy ſervice they were now ſunctified, 


cepted by the holy God in their 6fferiog up to 


him for this holy ſervice. We know, and God 


knew when he accepted them, as thus cleanſed, 
into his ſpecial ſervice, that they had not, all 
of them, ſuch faith as inſures final ſalvation. 
Doabtleſs he knew Korah and his company had 
not. Yet we ſee God accepted them thro' 2 
reſpect to the atonement his high prieſt made 
for their fin, not only to fellowſhip in the ordi- 
nances of his worſhip, but alſo to an affiſting 
miniſtry in the adminiſtration of them, The 
argument here is from the greater to the leſs. 
Tis true, God required of the Levites, as conſe- 
crated to his ſpecial ſervice, that they ſhould 
ferve him therein in a humble and holy manger, 
as he does of all who are dedicated to his ſervice. 
But you muſt reaſon very odly to infer from 
hence that he did not approve of their being de- 
voted to his ſervice, or of their attending upon it. 
He approves their ſervice ſo far as it is performed 
according to his direction, and only diſapptoves 
of that manner, and thuſe circumſtances which 
are contrary thereto. 


So when the people at Sinai had, by God's 


direction, engaged themſelves to him to obey 

and ſerve him, and were ſprinkled by the blood 

of the covenant, for the purpoſe of purging ther 
old fins, and were thereby ſanified to God, 

their fins were fo far pardoned and put away by 
him, as not to hinder their preſent zebepanne, 
"7 ON Oe jy, O04 


and facrifically cleanſed : and as fach were ac. 


with him as a people holy to him in coventne, 
nor their attendance on his ordinances with his 
approbation of their ſo doing. 6 
The new teſtament grows out. of the old : 
that is the key for the opening and right under- 
ſtanding of many things i in the new, relating to 
the vitible kingdom of God. The language of 
the new is borrowed from that of the old : they 


mutually explain each other. Compare Spiritual 


things with ſpiritual. 
The apoſtie obſerves that * Almoſt all things 
are by the law purged with blood. And that 


* without ſhedding of blood there is n remiſſion. & 


Which illuſtrates the ſenſe of Peter s expreſſion, 
purged from their old fins. He alſo ſays, * Jeſus, 
that he might andi) the people by his own 
blood, ſuffered without the gate.“ Was made 
an atoning ſactifice for their fins. Which ex- 
plains and confirms the ſenſe of theſe words, 
the blood of the covenant wherewith he was ſancti- 
fed—Chriſtian baptiſm is the inſtituted figure of 
the ſprinkling of this blood of the covenant : 
which,, by our Lord's command, is to be thus 


ſprinkled upon all that are admitted into the 


chriſtian covenant, and made members of God's 
viſible church or kingdom of grace, by this fi- 
gure of it, to /an&ify them, = to Purge their 
fins ; by a reſpect to which atoning and reconei- 
ling blood, they are accepted in their offering 
up or conſecration to God, as his ſervants in co- 
venant, and members and children of his family. 
WM > On 
{ Heb. 9. 19, 20. » Heb. 13. 12. 
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into ane and better ate than he was in before. ; 


On neeoonNt bf 4. erte ſignification of 
Þaptifan, it is ſaid to waſb away fins. So Anani- 
as ſays to Saul, * Ariſe and be baptiſed, and 
© waſh away thy fins.” (Acts 22.16.) And Paul 
ealls it © the waſhing of regeneration, (Tit. 3.5. 
and ſays, Chrift gave himſelf for his church, 
© that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the 
* waſhing of water by tbe word, explaining the 
Genification of this waſhing, and leading our 
tho'ts to the Lamb of God, © whoſe blood cleans 
* ſetþ from all ſin.“ Accordingly the apoſtles 
ſpeak of chriſtians as waſhed, purged, and ſanäli.- 
Fed anto God in their baptiſm. _ 3 
3 5 ow 


perhaps the thoughts ſuggeſted above, and watranted by 
theſe texts, may lead us into a right diſcernment of what cur 
Lord meanis by being born of water, when he ſays, Except 2 
© man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
© the kingdom of God,'.Joha 3 5 —— When he ſpake this, ihe 
myſtery of our redemption by his blood was not fo far opened 


as to render it prudent for him to teach this doctrine in plain , + 
language; therefore he expreſſed it by the name of the figure to Ml A= 
be inſtituted to ſignify the ſprinkling of his blood upon the dye 
pcoole, to ſauctify and cleanſe them from the guilt and legel i ha 
pollution of their os. If this theught is juſt (whether it is, 1. Pe 
ſubmit to better judges) the ſenſe of the text is this, viz. Except 3 
a man is waſhed in my blood te be ſhed for the remiſſion of fil l 
Uns, which is the true blood of the new corenant, and thereby wal 
Purged from the guilt and gal d: flement of his ſins, and ſo ſarc- whe 
Tified.to.Godl, and alſo renewed in heart, ard rendered moral!y God 
clean and holy, by the it fluence of the Spirit of Truth, he can- f 
not enter into the kingdom of God. The t2king oft the impo - * 5 


tation of fin, and ſacrifical ſanctification and cleanſing, Is fiuf 
ſtiled a beiog born ; by which, io the literal ſenſe the child pulſes 


4. 187 are, in ſcripture language ſaid to be begotten and botd 
of God, and ſo mide his. childreu, in various ſeufes. The loneſt 
ſenſe is that of God's calling men out of tke apoſſate, 3 

„ 5 „„ : World, 
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Now if men who are thus admitted into the 
ebriſtian family or viſible kingdom of Chriſt, 
and have the blood of the covenant ſprinkled 


upon them in the figure by their baptilm, have 
only the faith of the thorny and ſtony- ground 


hearers, (which is unhappily the eaſe of too ma- 
ny profeſſors) and have 79 rat in themſelves this 
ſanctification, and purging of their old fins, ex- 
tends uo further than to what concerns the out- 
ward adminiſtration of the kingdom of God in 
this world. The blood of the covenant avails ſo 
far in their favor, as to bring them into the vi- 
fible kingdom, with God's acceptance and ape 
probation of them as members gf t, and to the 
Lb 0 vn approved 
world, and admitting them igto his covenant and viſible family, 
thro? ſprinkling the blood of the covenant u pon them; by wry 
they are made his children in covenant, and ſaid to be created, 


begotten and bora of him, To this purpoſe ſee Deut. 32. $5 


6, 15.— 18. Exod. 4. 22, 23. Rom. 4. 25, 26. 

2. Men are begotten and born of God and made his children 
in another and higher ſenſe, when they are ſanRified in heart 
dy the Spirit of God and belief of the truth, and ſo formed into 
a holy reſemblance of God's moral character. See Jam. 1. 18. 
4Pet. 1. 22, 23. 1 John, 2 29. and chap. 3.9, 10. 


3. Whea their faith is thus eff.ctual, the blood of Chriſt 


welhes away the guilt of their fins, in chat high ſenſe that there 


ſhall be ao more retgembrance or im pus ation ot them in the day 
when the holy people (hall be judged; they are then born of 
Cod, and made his ſons in a high ſenſe, as aſſured of his fiogl 
fror, and the everlaſting inheritance. - See 1 Cor, 5. 14,18. 
F<.7. 1. Rom ij. . © x 
4 When God raii:s his ſaints from the grave, and dreſſes 


mem in robes of glory, becoming the afproved ſons of God, ami 


bars them into poſſeſſion of the promiſed inherjtance, they aje 
8 and born of God, aad made his ſans in the bighe 
| their adop'ion is chen compleat, See Luk 29. 38.36 
Nom. 9. 18, —23. | | > 1 _w_ * A 
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approved enjoyment 55 all the oytward or. 
dinances and privileges of it: they have alſo 
{ſealed to them, in this covenant a condition. 
al promiſe of final forgiveneſs, or as Peter 
expreſlics it, of the blotting out of all ſins when 
© the times of refreſhing ſhail come from the 
s preſence of the Lord. But if their faith is 
without root, and without holy fruit, they never 
obtain any higher benefits by the ſprinkling of 
the blood of the covenant : but when God comes 
to judge his ſaints, to judge the covenant people, 
they will be judged unqualified to be admitted 
as members of his kingdom in its glorious ſtate; 
end there will then alſo be a remembrance again 
of their old fins, which were once ſo far put 
away as not to hinder their admiſfion into the 
viſtble kingdom in its preſent preparatory ſtate, 
with gracious acceptance, and of all their after 
fins unworthily committed while they were in 
the viſible kingdom; and they muſt expect a juſt 
recompence of reward for the whole, and emi- 
nently for having defiled and profaned them- 
ſelves arew, after they were once purged and 
"conſecrated to God, and having counted the blood 
"of the covenant wherewtth they were ſanttificd un 
unboly thing. In the mean time, while the 
long - ſuffering of God waits on them, and the) 
Aàrè continued under cultivation in the vineyarc, 
in hope of their being made fruitful, thro' the 
merciſul interceſſion of the drefer of the vineyard, 
judgment is /#/pended ;* they are not yet 
TL i 4 | „„ angdet 


e Luke 13. 6-9. 
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under the ONES... — of the barren- fſig⸗ 
tree, though ſome may be nigh unto curfing: 
and whoever would eſcape the curſe, mult, 
while in the vineyard, become a tree of righte- 
ouſneſi, by ſanctification of heart, by the Spirit 
of Chriſt and belief of the truth, and bear good 
fruit. "4 CO a” 06.4 

On the other hand, when men's faith works 
by love, ſo as to give the truth real root in their 
hearts, and a ſupreme governing power over 
their minds, God ſees it, and accepts them as 
Hraelites indeed, and notes them in his book as 
qualified for final, public abſolution. 

Xl. The apoſtle ſays, Behold 1/rael after the 
fliijh : Are not they that eat of the ſacrifices par- 
takers of the altar? God allowed them to eat 
ſome part of the fleſh of the creatures they offer- 
ed in ſacrifice to him, in ſonle of their ſacrifices, 
particularly their peace-offerings. . In this they 
were partakers of the altar + i. e. of the ſacrifice 
offered to God on the altar, and herein had fel» 
lowſhip with him at his table—But God pro- 
hibited them to eat of their /n-offerings, whoſe 
blood was ſprinkled before the mercy-ſeat— 
No fin- offering, whereof any of the blood ts bro't 
mio the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile 
w;!hal in the holy place, ſhall be eaten: it ſhall be 
burnt in the fire, Lev. 6. 30. This God com- 
manded particularly, reJating to the bullock 
whote blood the high prieſt was to ſprinkle be- 
| fore the mercy-ſeat to make an atonement for 
bimſelf and his houſe; and the goat, mW 
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1 
blood was in like manner ſprinkled, for the fins 


of all the Covenant people, even the whole con- 


grepation of Iſtael on the great day of annual 
atonement. The bullock for the fin-offering, 
and the goat for the fin-offering, whoſe blood waz 
bro't in, to make atonement in the holy place, ſhall 
one carry forth without the camp, and they ſpall 
burn in the fire, their ſkins and their fleſh and their 
dung. And be that burneth them fhall waſh his 
 elothes, and bathe his fleſh in water, (to putify 
himſelf from the uncleanneſs contracted by 
handling theſe bodies) and afterward he ſhall 
come into the camp, Lev. 16. 27, 28. For the 
bodies of theſe beaſts were rendered figuratively 
unclean, by a typical imputation of the fins of 
prieſts and people unto them, to be expiated by 
their death and blood(hed. But their death had 
no merit in it, and their blood ſprinkled before 
the/mercy-ſeat, did not, and could not, in it's 


Dion merit, atone and purge the fins of the peo- 


ple, typically charged upon them. So this their 
figurative uncleanneſs remained, and they were 


vaſt, either to be offered on God's altar, or eat 


by the people, as a feaſt upon an unavailing ſa- 
erifice: in eating thereof they would only have 
"communicated in guilt and death. The people 
were yet to ſeek for better ſacrifices than theſe, 
that their fins might be truly atoned and taken 
away. This was figuratively ex preſſed to them 
by the moſt holy place remaining ſhut againſt 
both prieſt and people, notwithſtanding tbe 
 bhighprieſt's ſprinkling the blood of thedin-offer- 

n | ings 
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ings before the merey- ſeat, on the day of atone» 
ment, as the apoſtle obſerves, Heb. 9. 4,12. 
& ch. 10. 1,—4. The Jewiſh prieſts ſtood 
daily miniſtring. and offering oftentimes the fame 
(kind) of ſacrifices, which can never take away 

u, Heb. 10. 11. Therefore the worſhippers; 
under that diſpenſation, had no right to eat of 
the ſin- offerings, whoſe blood was ſprinkled be- 
fore the mercy-ſeat, Yet theſe were typical 
of the true offering for ſin, which does take 
away fin, and opens a door of acceſs for the peo- 
ple to the mercy-ſeat. And therefore ſome of 
the ordinances relating to this figurative ſacrifice 
for the fins of all the covenant-people typically 
repreſent the taking away of their fins by the 
true ſacrifice, while others expreſs the in/uffici- 
ency of theſe to do it by their own merit. To 
this purpoſe conſider the language of the ordi- 
nance relating to the ſcape-goat, and the burn= 
ing of the body of the other goat and bullock, 
without the camp, as unclean. 3 

By theſe ſeemingly inconſiſtent ordinances, | 
theſe two great truths: were taught the people, in | 
a figure. 1. That there is a true atonement, a . 
ſacrifice for the fins of the covenant people, my 
which does take them away, and open a door of A 
acceſs to the mercy- ſeat. 2. That the ſacrifices 
Injoined in the law are not the true, but only © 
{ſhadow or figure thereof. And fo the people 
were admonithed to look forward to that better 
2nd more perfect facrifice, and ſupported in 

; x: : | 2 . F hope 


N ( 2 36 \ ; : 
hope of real reconciliation, and acceptance with i 5 


God, thro' the merit of it. And thus he lau n 

was a ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chrift, that we th 
might be juſtified by the faith of him; who by he 
one offering has made perfect atonement and b 
reconciliation for the ſins of the people, and fo b. 
obtained for them free acceſs to the mercy- ſcat, 

' thro' faith in his blood which was proclaimed 

from heaven in a figure, upon his finiſhing his / 
facrifice, in miraculouſly rending the veil which 1 

ſhut up the entraace into the molt holy place, in n. 
| twain, from the top to the bottom — And fora be 
perpetual expreſſion and teſtimony of this to the N 
covenant people, God admits them to partake u. 
of the altar whereon this ſacrifice for their fins Ml he 
was offered: a privilege never granted to the co- MI h 
venant people, under the typical diſpenſation. fi. 
This the apoſtle thus expreſſes: The cup of bleſ- ae 
feng which we bleſs, is it not the communion of the in 
 bload of Chriſi 7 And the bread which we break, ¶ re. 
zs it not the communion of the body of Chriſt * 1 Wl — 
Cor. 10. 16.— Having all theſe things in his eye, WF ri, 
he ſays, We have an altar, whereof they have no Le 
right to eat, who ſerve the tabernacle : (i. e. who th 
adhere to the Jewiſh worſhip, and rely upon us 
their typical ſacrifices for fin, rejecting that of m- 
Chriſt) For the bodies of thoſe beaſts, whoſe blood Ml an 
4s bro't into the ſanctuary by the prieſt, for fin, are ¶ ne 

| burned without the camp. Wherefore Feſus alſo, git 
that be might ſanctiſy the people by his own blood, fl no 
ſuffered without the gate, Heb. 13. 10, 11- thi 
er of 1 i Being us, 


— . A eames 
— — 
— 


3 . 3 
Being charged as a ſin- offering, he ſubmitted to 
this humbling circumſtance of being led out of 
the holy city and ſuffered without the gate, as 
bearing fin, and fo rendered /egally unclean. But 
by giving his blood to be ſhed and his body to 
be killed, he purged tin, and made perfect atone- 
ment, (ſuch was the merit of his facrifice) and 
aboliſhed, and, as it were, annihilated it's guilt. 
{ He ſhall finiſh tranſgreſjion and make an end of 
In, Dan.) So bis body, as fiain for fin, could 
not be conſidered aiid treated as unclean, as the 
bodies of thoſe ſlain beaſts were, whoſe blood 
was bro't into the ſanctuary to make reconcilia- 
tion for fin, but could not do it, but was 2 boly 
he merited a reſtored, glorious, eternal life for 
himſelf, and for thoſe tor whom he offeted his 
life. So his body and blood thus offered, and 
accepted as a perfect atonement, are converted 
into a feaſt upon the ſacrifice which made the 
reconciliation, in token that peace is now given. 
—Thus we have an altar whereof they have no. 
right to eat who ſerve the tabernacle. —— The 
Lord's ſupper, here refer'd to by the apoſtle, is 
then, in its ſpecial nature, a ſign or witneſs to 
us that the chriſtian ſin- offering, here comme 
morated, was offered by our high prieſt for us, 
and is accepted by God as making perfect atone- 
nent, and is a feaſt, upon the ſacrifice, of thankſ- 
giving, and humble rejoicing: before God, as 
now reconciling us to himſelf, thro' a reſpect to 
this ſacrifice, not imputing our treſpaſſes unto 
us, but holding out the ſceptre of mercy; This 
OS AB 18 
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is the indearing, e great roſpel mo. 
tive to us to be reconciled to God. 1 it prevails 
our falvation is ſure, _ 

I know what objections fans will raiſe, on 
this ground, againſt any perſon's coming to this 
feaſt, till he has good evidence in himſelf that 
his faith is already fo effectual as to inſure his 
everlaſting ſalvation. But let them examine 
things to the bottom, and ney will: drop their 
objections. +a 

"Chriſt ſhed his blood, and ſprinkled it beſore 
the mercy- ſeat, for all the covenent people, in the 
ſame ſenſe wherein the typical blood of the co- 
venant, which Moſes ſprinkled on all the people 
at mount Sinai, was ſhed for them all, as now 
entering into God's covenant—in the ſame ſenſe 


that the blood of the goat, on the day of atone- 


ment, was ſhed and ſprinkled before the mercy- 
ſeat' to purge the ſins of the whole congregation 


of Ifracle* On this ground of atonement being 


made for all the fins of the whole congregation 


of Iſrael, the high prieſt was directed, when he 
came out from ſprinkling the blood before the 


mercy-ſeat, figuratively to expreſs and ſignify to 
them the benefit of this atonement, in this man- 
ner. When he hath made an end of reconci- 
* Iing—he ſhall bring the live goat, and Aaron 


„hall lay both bis hands on the head of the live 


oat, and confeſs over him a/l the iniquities of 
12 children of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions, 


SIN all their ſins, putting hens on toe head of. the 
"80 oar 3 


. 16. 15. 30, 34. 


F 


* 
© 3 
F 


* goat, and Wall ſend Bim iy away into the hh 
« derneſs: And the goat ſhall bear upon him gil 
' their iniquities unto a land not inhabited. "fm — 
This great day of atonement was appointed by 
God to be a day of faſting and prayer, in which 
all the people were to /i their ſouls, For, 
ſays God, on that day all the prieſt make an 


© atonement for you, to cleanſe you, that ye may . 
1d. 


be clean from all your fins, before the Lo 

Becauſe atonement, was made for all the 11 85 
all the covenant people, thereforeall are reqpin 
to afflict their ſouls. So doing, God, throfa ge- 
ſpect to the atonement, vouchlafed to own them 
as his people, to dwell among them, and grant 
them liberty of aceeſs to him in the-ordinances 


of his Werl. And if their repentance and 


prayer of faith engaged them to bring forth fruits 
meer for repentance, they. had abſolute forgive- 
neſs, and final ſalvation. — God fays, Whatſoever 
foul it be that ſhall not be  Micted i in that ſame 
day (of atonement) thall be cut off from among 
his people. * Such an one died in his ſins, not 
becauſe no atonement was made for him, but 
becauſe he refuſed to comply with the condition 
of its application to him. 


Soit is in regard to the goſpel atonement, it | 


relation to the chffſtian covenant people. The 
apoſtles conſtantly repreſent the chtiſtian ſacrifice, 
for ſin, as offered for all the covenant people, in 
the ſame ſenſe as the fin-offering, on the day, of 
atohement, was for all the ham of TIL ; 
hs and 


1 


J Lev. 16. 20,2 1, 23. 1 ib, ver. 29, 30. vid ch. 23 19. 
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and on this. ground build their exhortations to 


them. They alſo repreſent it as a poſſible thing 


that ſome chriſtians may periſh in their fins, for 
whom Chriſt died, in this ſenſe. Paul ſays, 


« Deſtroy not him with thy meat, for whomCbrif 
died. Again, * Thro' thy knowlege ſhall the 
weak brother periſh, for whom Chriſt died. 
If any do periſh, tis not becauſe no atonement 


has been made for their ſins, but becauſe they 


do not comply with the whole condition of ſal- 
vation by it. —It is as weak and groundleſs a jea- 
louſy, and as much a want of faith in any of the 
chriſtian covenant people to queſtion or doubt 


whether the chriſtian lacriſice was offered as an 


atonement for their fins, in the ſenſe above ex- 


plained, as it would have been in any of the 15 


raelites whom Moſes ſprinkled with the blood of 

the covenant, to have doubted whether the ſa- 
Erifice was. offered for them, and the blood 
fprigkled to purge their fins; or in any of the 

congregation of Ifr acl to have entertained a like 
doubt with reſpect to the ſprinkling the blood of 
rhe goat before the mercy ſeat, on the day of 


atonement, and the high prieſt laying their fivs 


nn the head of the ſca pe- goat. This kind of 


doubring | ſtrikes at the. very root of chriſtian 
Laith, ad enervates the force of at! goſpel mo- 


tives, For a man to doubt whether he hz: 
complied with all that i is required to his having 
naß ſalvation thro? this atoaing ſacrifice, is a 
very different thing. Thi is does not affect the 

: _ cogb 
a Nom. 24 5. fr Cor. 8. 1k, 
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11 
root, as that other kind of doubting does. 
Some perhaps, ina ſpirit of jealouſy, will ſay, 
I ſeem to deny particular election, and to diſbe- | 
lieve ſpecial grace. No: neither of theſe. As 1? 
there was in the Jewiſh church a particular elec- 
tion of certain perſons abſolutely to final falvation, | 
within the general election of the whole body to 
he God's peculiar covenant people, &c. ſo it is in | 
the chriſtian church. Abraham, David, Peter 
and John were comprehended in the particular, 
ſecret election. Saul and Judas, as it ſeems by 
the iſſue of their lives, only in the more general 
e 5 N clection, 
» Some perhaps will ſay, © Why do you repreſent the chriſtian 
ſcrifice as an atonement, peculiarly for the covenant people.” 
The apoſtle John ſays, Jeſus Chriſt is the propitiation, not for © 
our ſins (Aly, hut for the ſins of the whole world, 1 John 2. 22. 
— This witneſs is true. On the foundation of his atonement, i? 
offered to, and accepted by God, not only for the ſins of the 
zacient covenant people, bat*for the Gentile world alſo, falvati- 
ou is freely offered to all, to whom the-goſpel is ſent, on the 
terms therein propoſed, But ſuch as believe this goſpel and 
enter into the chriſtian covenant, and are ſprinkled with the 
blood of it, have an intereſt in it, and fome benefit by it, which 
pocalied and unbelicving perſons have por. Theſe are brot 
nigh as a people in covenant, ar 4 have liberty of acceſs to God 


iu the ordinances of chriſtian worſhip. Their'sis the adoption, 4 
and the promiſes. All theſ2 privileges are given, thro' a reſpect = 
to the atonement made for their ſins by the blood of Jeſus. 1 

5 


Aud if they walk in the ſpirit of chriſtian faith, they ſhall receive 
p'er'er thiogs than theſe. But uubelieviog, uncovenanted, W 
uc led perfons have no intereſt in theſe things, but are ſtran- 4 
gers to the covenadt of promiſes, have no covenant intereſt in | 
the chriſtiaa atonement, Peter ſays, ſpeaking to thoſe who 

vere then the covenant people, The promiſe is to you and to 1 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even to as many as if |} 7 
Pall fleaſe the Lord cur Cd to call, The premiſe is io them " | 
hen called, 14 


[ a1. 
election; which * be forfeited and nullifice 
by not walking worthy of our holy calling. 
Such as God bas abſolutely deſigned as eventuu! 
Beirs of eternal glory, are bro't ſo firmly and 
earneſtly to believe and realize the revealed doc- 
trines of true religion, as that they are ſanctified 
in heart by, or thro' the living and quickening 
truth, and made morally cen, thro' the word 
ipoken to them by the Lord. Tis by the ſpeci- 
al, ſecret influence of the Spirit of God, accom: 
gaming the word, that they attain to this earneſt 
dellef, and that the trutk comes with ſuch 
guickening and ſanctifving power into their 
Hearts. And the good ſpirit thus influences and 
works in them the whole good-pleaſure of God's 
will, as ſent, for tbis very parpoſe, from the Fa- 
ther, by the Redeemer, according to the free 
purpoſe of his ſelſ- moving grace, which he pur- 
pofed in himfeif, in Chrift Jeſus, before the 
World began. To ſuch prepared ſouls the chri- 
| Kian atonement, applied to them, avails to take 
away the guilt of all their fans, in the higheſt 
| fenfe, and infures abſolute and everlaſting te- 
demption. See Rom. 8. 1,-13. For ſuch 


Obel died in a peculiar ſenſe, with a view to 
Yet ſuch among the co- 


_ their ſalvation. 
nt people as periſh in their fins, do not pe- 
fiſh becauſe no atonement was made for them, 
but purely becauſe they refuſed to comply with 


che whole condition on which ſal vation is pro- 


miſed to the covenant people 
The people * came up out of Egypt apd 


entered 


6 6 
entered into God's . 28.h at Sinai received 
grace, and many favors from God, and a condi- 
tonal promiſe of being conducted ſafely tho 
the e by the angel of -the-covenant, * 
i. e. by Jeſus Chriſt; into the place of their reſt; 
the type of heaven. They that believed and 
Gb him in the way enterrd in. They that 
fell in the wildernels, failed: only thro” their vun 
groundleſs. _unbelief and perwer /e- diſo bedience to- 
their leading angel. juſt fo it is with the 
chriſtian, covenant, people. See to this purpoſr, 
Heb. 3. 6.—19. Chap. 4. 1 Cor: 10. 1,— 
Some man will frowardly object here and 555 
God arbitrarily witholds that influence: of his 
Spirit, without which 'tis.abſolutely impoſſible 
for us, poor, fallen, corrupt, impotent creatures 
to perform the whole condition of ſalvation. 
And if cur iniquities are thus, left N how 
then can. we live? 
Anſwer. If this is witheld, tis not kita 
ri, as you ſuggeſt, but as a moſt righteous and 
covenant judgment and puniſhment upon you, 
for your neglect and abuſe of that eommon and 
preliminary grace which vou have received. If 


jou improved this as far as it is improvable by 
jou, doubtleſs the ſame good will which moved L 


the covenant father to give you this; would have 
nclined him 10 give you more and higher grace. 


You top. the flaw. of God's favors to you: and 


to you yet complain againſt him as arbitrarily - 
nitholding them! * How often would I have - 
Us Warne | 

* Exod. 23 20,—23. . 


3 HH - 
* gathered your chilgre and ye would not! 
Bebold, naw your houſe is leſt unto you deſolate. 


' Now, ſeeing the blood of the covenant is, in 


a true goſpel ſehſe, an atonement for the ſing 
of the covenant people, and ſprinkled upon them 
for the purpoſe of purging their fins, fo far at 
teaſt as to render them accepted in their conſe- 
cration to God, as his ſervants in covenant, and 
Þcomiles are given them, that by the animating 
hope of them they may become partakers ot a 
divine nature, having eſcaped the cortuptions of 
the world; what ſhould hinder ſuch as believe 
theſe things, and hope for redemption thro' this 
blood, confeſs their ſins, engage themſelves to 
follow the angel of the covenant in the way to 
the promiſed reſt, and reform their lives and 
walk orderly : What ſhould hinder ſuch from 
_— to the Lord's table, being ſprinkled 

with the blood of the covenant, and as the Lord 
commands, eat of the ſacrifice offered for the tins 
of the covenant people, and partake of the chri- 
ſtian altar ? This feaſt was inſtituted for ſuch, to 
be n ſigu to them, for the confirmation of their 
faith and hope, and a ſtrong engagement upon 
them, and an encouraging motive to truſt in, love 
and ſerve the Lord forever. The pretence cf 
uſing this ordinance as a note of diſtinction be. 
tween thoſe whoſe faith will ſurely end in full 
ſalvation, and the reſt of the covenant people, is 
a a mere human device; and like the reſt of our 
wiſe amendments and alterations of God's inſi:- 
tations, ſavors ſtrong of human folly and pre- 
ſumption. — %” =" Ns 
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XII. There is one thing more, which, to 
me, appears to have great weight, and to be truly 
deciffue, viz. Miraculous tokens and teſtimony 
from heaven, of God's approbation of people's 
entering into his covenant, and gracious accept- 
ance of them to preſent covenant favor, when at 
the ſame time he knew ſome of them had not 
true root in themſelves, and would believe and 
endure but for a time. I took a little notice. 
of that given to the covenanting people at Sinai 
before; but it merits a more cloſe attention. 
When God ſpake the ten commandments to 
them, as a ſovereign legiſlator, no mediator ſtan- 
ding between him and them, the mount might not 
be touched, and it burned with fire unto the midſt 
of heaven, and was covered with blackneſs, dark 
neſs and tempeſt, and filled with /bunder axd light- 
ning, the whole mountain guaking greatly from 
its foundation ; and all this accompanied with 
the ſound of a trumpet waxing louder - and louder, 
even exceeding loud, and the voice of words, 
(as the voice of many waters ſuddenly breaking 
forth) which voice, they that heard intreated that 
it might not be ſpoken to them any more—And ſo 
terrible was the fight that Meſes ſaid, I exceedingly 


fear and quake.* How adapted to inſpire fear, 


and deſtroy all ſelf- confidence and glorying be- 
fore God, and raiſe an earneſt wiſh for a mediator ! 


It did ſo. They ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak thou with 
us and we "will hear; but let not God 1 201155 


1 us 


-* Heb. 12. 18,—21, Exod. 19. 1 18.— 24. & 20. 18 10 
„ | 


| . 
us leſt ꝛwe die. God approved their requeſt for a 
Mediator, and prom ſed, in due time, to ſend 
them the true one, and at preſent honored Moſes 
as a typical Mediator.“ When, by his media- 
tion, the people were conſecrated to God, and 

ſanctiſied by ſprinkling the typical blood of the 
covenant, they, by their elders, were called up 
to the mount, which before might not be ap- 
proached to upon the penalty of death ; and 
there they ſaw the God of Iſrael, manifeſted in 
mild, uaforbidding, attracting majeſty, ſoftened 
with love and grace. Alſo they did eat and drink 
before him, and he laid not bis hand upon them, 
but diſmiſſed them with his bleſſing, and preſent 
covenant peace upon Iirae) : alſo all the people 
ſaw his glory, as it were a paved work of ſapphire 
Stone under his feet, and as the body of heaven in 
Bis clearneſi : mild, gentle and gracious, inſpiring 
calm confidence and modeſt hope and truſt in 
their covenant, gracious God, and inviting to 
future, chearful, filial obedience. How inſtruc- 
tive are all theſe wonderful things! How con- 
vincing | Who will preſume to ſay, in the face 
of this miraculous teſtimony of God's approbati- 
on and acceptance of the people, as entering 
into his covenant ; that they had no right to do 
ſo, ia God's gde, that he ſecretly diſallowed 
their deed? Shall we diſannul his teſtimony, 
and repreſent him as making a deceitful ſhew of 


Favor, that we may be juſtified? Far be it from 


every one cf us. 


Os, 1 
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I know but of 1 4 that can be ſaid with 
decency againſt this evidence, viz, That this 
covenant was made with Iſrael as a body or na- 
tion, not with individuals.—It was made with 
them as forming them one religious community, 
having God their head ; (this was the bond of 
their union, the inſtrument of their ſolemn in- 
corporation as one people devoted to God) and 
with all the individuals. The ſoul that perſo- 
nally refuſed to agree to this covenant, and per- 
ſonally dedicate himſelf to God, was to be cut 
off The covenant was propoſed to all the peo- 
ple, and they all gave their conſent to it, as re- 
required by God.“ It ſhould alſo be remem- 
bered that Iſrael, as a body, were as far from 
being ſavingly changed, as they were, conſidered 
as individuals. As a body, they ſoon after ſet 
up and worſhipped the golden calf : which was 
ſuch an eſſential violation of their covenant en- 
gagements as God threatened to punith by de- 
ſtroying them as a people: but in bis mercy he 
pardoned them, at the interceſſion of Moles, their 


mediator. | | | 
At the firſt erecting of the chriſtian church, 


it alſo pleaſed God to give a miraculous token 
and teſtimony of his acceptance of thoſe who 


embraced the faith of Jeſus Chiiſt, and were 
ſprinkled with his blood in their baptiſm, as his 
covenant people and children by Chrift, in diſ- 
tinction both from Jews and Gentiles. This he 
did by granting them to be baptiſed with the 
* £x0d, 19, 3-9. & 24. 3.—7. TT 
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Holy Ghoſt, upon the prayer and laying on of 


the apoſtles hands, thereby beſtowing on them 
ſome of his miraculous gifts and powers; which, 
in their exerciſe, became ſenſible figns to them and 
to the world, that God did own and accept them 
with grace as his covenant people and children, 
(They alſo doubtleſs received ſome meaſure of 
the Spirit's holy influence in their hearts, diſpo- 
ſing them to follow Chriſt : but ſome afterwards 
ſo ſinned againſt it as to quench the Spirit.)— 
This was the compleation of the public witneſs 
of the Spirit to Jeſps Chriſt, and the truth of his 
religion; and at the ſame time it was a witneſs 
.given by him, for God, that he accepted the 
chriſtian people ſantified to him by the blood 
of the chriſtian covenant, as his people and chil- 
dren, beloved in Chriſt, and holy to him as ſe— 
parated from the unbelieving world. See 1 Pet. 
2. 9, 10. Rom. . 23,—26; Gal. 3. 2, 5.—8, 
14. Acts 2. 16, 17, 18, 38, 39. 

Perhaps the apoſtle has his eye upon this, 3 
part, when he ſays, The Spirit itſelf beareth wit- 
neſs with our ſpirit that we are the children of 
God. Rom. 8. 16. | hg; 
This miraculous witnef is not to be confſider- 
ed as a teſtimony in favor of thoſe who were 
endowed with theſe miraculous gifts, that they 
had, all of them, true root in themſelves, aud 
ſhould infallibly be pronounced bleſſed at the 
laſt day; but in the light I have placed it in 
above, as having the ſame deſign aud language 

with that given to the covenant people at N 
or 
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For if we conſider it in this light, in ſome in- 


ances it turned out a falſe witneſs. Some 
chriſtians who received the miraculous gifts at 


the prayer and laying on of the apoſtles hands, 


turned out but poorly at laſt. There were ma- 
ny profeſſors in the apoſtles day, who were like 
the horny and ſlony ground. The apoſtles plain- 
ly ſuppoſed ſome of their converts might ſo fin 
as to loſe the Spirit, and forfeit their adoption, 
and the inheritance. Hence their exhortati- 
ons to them not to grieve and quench the Spirit, 
&c. Paul ſpeaks of ſuch a caſe as a chriſtian's 
doing def} tte to the Spirit of grace, ſo as to forfeit 
his preſence forever; and alſo ſuppoſes ſome 
may ſo fall away from Chriſt as to be finally loft, 
who, upon their firſt becoming his diſciples, 


and being baptiſed, were made partakers of the 


Holy Ghoſt, and the powers of the world to come. 
Plainly refering to the miraculous gifts beſtowed 
upon believers in the firſt days of the chriftian 
diſpenſation ; which is, in ſcripture language, 
the world to come. Our Lord puts this matter 
_ out'of doubt, faying, Many will ſay to me, in that 
day, have we not———caſt out devils in thy name, 
end in thy name done many wonderful works. 
And then will I profeſs unto them, I never knew 
you, (i. e. approved you as rue chriſtians in heart) 
depart from me ye that work iniquity. F This 
miraculous witneſs'of the Spirit to the covenanted 
believers of the firſt age, muſt then, of neceſſity, 
de viewed in the light I have placed it in, as a 


witneſs 


* Heb, 10. 28,—30. & 6, 4,6. + Mat, 7. 22, 28. 
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witneſs to them as ſuch, of God's acceptance of 
them as his covenant people and children to pre- 
ſent covenant favor, to be confirmed as they 
verify their viſible character, and walk worthy 
of their holy calling.—This miraculous witneſs, 
Once given, is a ſtanding witneſs of God's accep- 
tance of yifible chriſtians, in like manner, to the 
end of the world. If the firſt fruits were thus 
declared to be accepted as holy to God, the whole 
lump is alſo boly : the whole viſible church is 
hereby ſealed, as God's peculiar covenant people. 
There is no evading the force of this light. 
Wil} any man dare to ſay, ſuch profeſſors as 
(unhappily for them indeed) have not yet attain- 
ed to that effectual faith which inſures final 
falvation, are not really in covenant, and have, 
in God's fight, no right to ordinances ; when 
the Spirit has borne witneſs that God Goes ac- 
cept them as his covenant people and children ? 
Tis wiſer to exhort them, as Peter does, to add 
fo their faith, virtue, knowlege, temperance, 
KL T: fy | 

The exhortations the apeſtles every where 
addreſs to their converts are manifeſtly adapted 
to ſuch a ſtate, character and relation of viſible 
chriſtians as I have deſcribed: and there is no 
underſtanding and reconciling them, but by ſup- 
poſing they viewed them in this light, or held | 
that men /avingly changed, may finally fall away, 
and that fome do : by admitting which, we make 
them contradict themſelves another way, and 
their Maſter too. Some 


® 2 Pat. 1. 5mm—lt. 


Some tell us, md 555 to the Jews, that they 
were as the children of the Ethiopian (an unco- 
venanted people) unto him, and that from hence 
tis evident that God does not eſteem any as 
really in covenant with him but the ſavingly 
changed. ——But they ought to confider, that 
this, and all ſuch like declarations of God's total 
diſapprobation and diſowning of covenant peo- 
ple, - are grounded upon their having violated 
their covenant with him, in the eſſentials of it; 
as a woman does her's with her huſband, when 
ſhe forſakes him and joins herſelf with adulte- 
rers. If upon a woman's acting thus, her nuf- 
band ſhould tell her, ſhe was no more to him 
than a ſtrange woman, who was never married 
to him at all, that he don't acknowlege her as 


his wife; would you infer from thence, that ſhe 


never did really enter into the marriage covenant 
with him, and that he never did own her as his 
wife ? | - bas | 
XIII. A miſunderftanding of theſe words of 
the apoſtle, has proved an occaſion of keeping 
many ſerious chriſtians back from the Lord's 
table, who ought to come to it, viz. * Whoſoe- 
ver ſhall eat this bread and drink this cup of 
the Lord unworth:ly, ſhall be guilty of the body 
' and blood of the Lorq—He—eateth and drink- 
'eth damnation to himſelf. 1 Cor. 11. 27, 29. 
By obſerving a few things, the true ſenſe of 
theſe words will appear in a clear light: Firfh, 
That our Lord inſtituted and adminiftred this 
ordinance at the cloſe of the paſſover ſupper L 
LP . whicl 
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which was, by divine appointment, a full and 
hearty meal. The Jewith churches, in imitati- 
an of this, without divine warrant, ſome of them, 


I preſume, introduced the practice of prefacing 


the Lord's ſupper with a full meal of other, 


common proviſions, which they called a ga, 


tove feaſts ; taken notice of by the apoſtle Jude, 


ver. 12. This cuſtom was probably introduced 


into ſome of the Gentile churches, together with 
other /Jewiſh ſuperſtitions and fooleries, by the 
judaizing teachers, who introduced contention 


and confuſion among them ; and into the Corin- 


thian church in particular, after Paul, its foun- 
der, was departed, by the 7a//e apoftle, a judaizing 
teacher among them, a leading, popular, artful, 
bad man. 1 


Obſerve alſo, That by his influence, with the 


aſſiſtance of his helpers, a faction was raiſed in 
this church againſt the apoſtle and his doctrine, 
many of his converts being made to believe that 
Paul had not taught the goſpel in its purity, 
which he pretended to do ; while others cloſely 
adhered to the apoſtle's doQtrine, and refuſed to 
admit the additions and alterations newly intro- 
duced. This occaſioned diſſentions among 

m; and theſe laſt were treated with con- 
tempt and neglect by the judaizing party and 
their falſe apoſtle, as poor, low, but half form'd 
chriſtians, without ſaving grace ; juſt in the 


ſpicit and manner of all riſing, corrupt parties in 


the church. This evil firmeat wro't diſorders, 


even in their aſſemblies; ſome of which the 
1 apoſlle 


Os C0} 
apoſtle takes notice of and corrects in his epiſ- 


tles to this church ; and mentions one very ſcan- 
dalous diſorder reſpecting their manner of par- 
taking of the Lord's ſupper. 

Now, keeping theſe facts in view, read what 
the apoſtle writes to them 2 this head, from 
ver. 17, to the end of this chapter, and you will 
eaſily perceive his meaning in the words quoted 
above. He there tells them, that by the account 
he had received of their behaviour when they 
aſſembled in the church to worſhip God and 


attend on the ſacrament, they managed in ſuch 
a manner as not to be edified, but only to con- 


tract new guilt: Firſt of all, that there were 


_ diviſions and ſtrifes among them, even in the 


church; which he partly believed, or believed of 
part of them, of the falſe apoſtle's adherents ; 
that they, as he had been told of them, behaved 
thus towards their brethren who adheres to the 
apoſtles doctrine and directions. Next that 
in partaking of the Lord's ſupper (which cloſed 
their love feaſt) they did not behave as at a re- 
ligious ſolemaity, but confounded it with their 
preceeding entertainment, and behaved, very 
diſorderly and contentiouſly in the whole. This 
it not to eat the Lord's ſupper, (in a manner at all 
anſwering to its nature, and to the inſtitution :) 
For in eating (at your feaſt in the church) every 
one taketh before other, his own ſupper, and one 1s 


| hungry and another is drunken. What, have ye 
not bouſes to eat and drink in? (for ſatisfying 
your hunger, as at a common table) or agſpiſe ye 


=» the 


” 
* = 
K P N * th 
may wo oo AA EE IE Cn aaot tt. Sale Lin a 
WOE onde” a. - 11 + 22+ Aid — N 1 * 
— 5 WF oy, - 


— — — — — 
— eee 


: Cw 
the church of God, (by — . it into a place of 
feaſting and common entertainment) and ſbame 
them who have not. i. e. Your poor brethren, 
who being ſcanted at home, come to your feaſt, 
which you prepare in the church under the name 
of a feaſt of love, hoping to partake of your cha- 
rity ; do you put them to ſhame, in refuſing to 
admit them to eat with you, becauſe they don't 
favor the falſe apoſtle and his innovations, and 
are alſo poor, and ſo may, as you imagine be 

4reated with contempt, without danger from 
their reſentment. ——-Next he recites the words 
of the inſtitution, and obſerves that, according 
to the nature and deſign of this ordinance, as of- 
ten as they eat this bread and drink this cup, 
they ſhew forth the Lord's death till he come; 
and ſays, having his eye fixed on their unworthy 
behaviour at this ordinance, mentioned before, 
Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread and drink 
this cup of the Lora unworthily, (in ſuch a man- 
ner as you do, ſo eſſentially unworthy of, and 
unſuitable to the inſtitution) ſhall be guilty of the 
Body and blood of the Lord. (i. e. of profaning 
and converting to a carnal uſe that conſecrated 
bread and cup which are given you-as the com- 
munion of the body and blood , Chriſt, not as 2 | 
common food to ſatisfy your bodily hunger) and 
He that eateth and drinketh (thus) unwortbily, 

eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not dif- 
cerning the Lord's body. i. e. By thus profaning 
thisordinance, by not receiving it as the token and 


communion. of his body and blood, but as we 


* 


— ern ä——GĩU— u — 


: HUlvd GH 
it was part of a common feaſt, he ſins, and expo- 
| ſes himſelf to God's judgment as a great tranf- 
greſſor. The word here rendered damnation is 
in the margin rendered judgment, and in ver. 34 
condemnation, and the verb is rendered 7udge and 
judged, ver. 31, 32. The word #rima fignifies 
judgment or condemnation to ſaffer puniſhment, 
and puniſhment, whether temporal or etethal. 
Which is intended in any text, is determined by 
other words and the context. Tis ſometimes 
uſed for temporal judgment and puniſhment, as 
in the following texts, viz. Luke 23. 40. & 24. 
20. and frequently for final condemnation, as in 
Mat. 23. 14. John 3. 17, 18. Sometimes tis 
uſed for guilt or fin as expoſing to the righteous 
judgments of God, as Rom. 13. 2. and here in 
this text. * He eateth and drinketh damnation, 
judgment to himſelf.” i. e. He ſo fins as to 
bring great guilt upon himſelf, and expoſe him- 
{elf to God's righteous judgments. The apoſtle 
here ſpeaks of temporal and diſciplinary puniſn- 
_ ment, which the Lord had condemned them to 
_ ſuffer for their thus profaning this holy ordi- 
nance, and quarrelling among themſelves. For 
this cauſe many are weak and fickly among you, and 
many fleep-—IW hen we are (thus) fudged, we are 
chaflened of the Lord, that we ſhould not be con- 
' demned with the world. To prevent ſuch diſ- 
order and fin for the future, the apoſtle fays, 
Let a man examine himſelf, and fo let bim eat of 
that bread and drink of that cup. One thing 
intepded by this examination, doubtleſs is, con- 
. | cerning- 


cerning his bia the nature of this ordi- 
nance, and his diſpoſition to attend upon it as a 
ſacred feaſt of commemoration, and communion 
of the body and blood of the Lord. He adds, 
When ye come together to cat, (i. e. the Lord's 
ſupper) terry one for another, And if any man 
hunger, let him eat at home ; that ye come not to- 
gether to condemnation. i. e. as ye have done 
before. This is a demonſtration that by dam- 
nation ver. 29, the apoſtle did not intend final 
condemnation, as certainly ſealed to a man by | 
partaking unworthily. This kind of fin, like | 
other fins which the covenant people com- 
mit, in it's ſelf deſerves final condemnation, but 
is pardonable, upon repentance and amendment, 
thro' the blood of the covenant. —By theſe laſt 
words of the apoſtle, I apprehend, he prohibits 
their love feaſts at the time of the ſacrameht. 
That particular kind of unworthy partaking 
which the apoſtle here cenſures, we are, at pre- 
ſent, little in danger of. But covenant perſons 
may partake in ſo unworthy a manner, in other 
reſpects, as to expoſe themſelves to God's righ- 
teous judgments ; as when they do it, not as ho- 
noring and obeying Chriſt's command, but to be 
ſeen of men, to gain worldly honor or civil offi- 
ces; when they do it without faith that Chriſt's 
body and blood were offered as a ſacrifice for the 
fins of the covenant people, or any application 
to the throne of grace for the pardon. of their 
own, thro' the merit thereof; without any 
thank fulneſs for this atonement ; or with a ma- 
3 | „„ lieicus 


licious and a ſpirit towards their bre- 
thren; or without any ſerious care to reform 
their ways and doings that are not good, but 
walk on preſumpruouſly in immoral practices 
So men may attend other duties of chriſtian wor- 
ſhip in a like unworthy manner, in any of theſe 
reſpetts. What is the remedy in this caſe ? 
To avoid this ſin and danger, ſhall they not par- 
take of this ſacrament at all? This avoids no 
danger: it is only prefering one fin to another. 
The Phariſees gave alms. This God had com- 
manded : it was their duty to do ſo: But they 
did it to be ſeen of nen. This God diſallowed, 
it was dangerous fin in them. If to avoid this 
they had wholly omitted this duty, would this 
have mended the matter? Would it not have 
increaſed their guilt ? They would till have 
had this as their general character, viz. All their 
. works they do to be ſeen of men, with the ſuper- 
added guilt of a total negle& of one known, 
commanded duty, attended with this peculiar 
aggravation, that they omitted it, with a fooliſh, 
miſbelieving imagination that thereby they 
ſhould ſcreen themſelves from ſome part of God's 
anger, —The applicatioa is eaſy and juſt. The 
covenant people are required, in this ordinance 
way, to ſhew forth the Lord's death till be come, 
and alſo forbid to attend it in ſuch an unworthy 
manner as that their coming to his table ſhall be 
for the worſe, not for the better to their ſouls, 
and in reſpect to the honor of God. Theſe are 
dot inconſiſtent Jaws 5 both may be obſerved ; 
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Seither may be tranſgrefſed, * reſult of 
the whole is plainly this, viz. That the covenant 
people, duly inſtructed, do come to this ordi- 
nance, and all others, and endeavor to behave in 
as worthy a manner as they can in this holy ſer- 
vice, and in their whole chriſtian life; looking 
wp to the throne of grace, in the name of the 
mediator of the new-covenant, for grace to aſſiſt 
them, and for mercy to accept them, and to par- 
don their unworthineſs, and the great defects of 
their beſt duties. In this way they may hope 
for more grace, and to become truly rooted in 
Chriſt, and prepared fot final acceptance into 
heaven, as they now are into the viſible church 
and fchool of Chriſt here below, But in a total 
and careleſs neglect to attend this ordinance, or 
in a careleſs attendance on it, without any ſeri- 
'©88, and honeſt endeavors to behave becoming 
their chriſtian profeſſion, they live in n; which 
is not a means of propariny: them for the bride- 
groom's coming. 

XIV. The fathers of the ManBuglend 
churches, having ſeen and experienced much of 
the corruptions of the vifible churches at home, 
were very deſirous of forming pure churches 
here; and in their zeal (commendable in it's 
root, I preſume, tho' not in all its fruits) made 
ſome things terms of communion which they 
Had no ſufficient warrant for. This proved an 
 accafion of exclading many from the Lord* 
table, who ought gladly to have been received, 
And they allowed none to bring their children 
aner | | to 
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to baptiſm but ſuch as were in full commumon, _ 
The effect of this was, that, in the days of their 
grand=children, a great part of the people were 
unbaptiſed, and they faw danger of the people 
becoming uncovenanted. To remedy this 
growing evil it was propoſed. that baptiſed per- 
Dns ſhould be allowed to own and renew the 
baptiſmal covenant, and then bring their chil- 
dren to baptiſm, tho' they themſelves did not. 
come to. the Lord's table. This was doing twe 
duties and continuing in a neglect of one, inſtead 
of neglecting three as they did before; more, 
perhaps, thro' the churches fault than their own. 

Many churches adopted this practice, and 
continue in it to this day; not as thinking it 
perfectly up to the rule, but as better than to 
have their children remain out of covenant. I 
remember to have heard my father ſay {whoſe 
memory I have reaſon to honor) ſpeaking of this 

practice which obtained in his church, Cove- 
* nant children, when ſufficiently inſtructed, 
* ought to come up to all the ordinances and du- 
* ties of the covenant - but if we can't perſuade 
them to that at preſent, tis better, and more 
acceptable to God, that we lead them on as far, 
* as, with their preſent light, they are free to 
* follow, in the way of covenant duty, than to 
© leave them wholly unengaged to God, by per- 
* ſonal conſent to his covenant, and ſuffer their 
© children to remain out of covenant, unconſe- 
_ © crated to God. - Which all are ou7wardly till 
they are ſprinkled with the blood of the cove- 

. nant, 
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nant, in their baptiſm. On this ground oz the 
defence of this practice ſands. If is better 2 
than worſe, 

1 hope things of fo great, practical i im portance 
and conſequence, will be examined by all fides 
with ſerious calmneſs, and great impartiality ; 
not as contentiouſly or ambitiouſly ftriving, each 
one to ſupport his own firſt ſentiments, but as, 
| in the fear of God, enquiring what is his will. 
And may the Spirit of Truth be given to lead 
I us all into all truth. AME N. 
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| N. B. O prevent Wines bs, I de- 
| ſire the reader to obſerve that, in 
| ſaying, p. 38, * Infants are only under legal de- 
| * filemgnt by zmputed fir,” I don't mean to inti- 
mate that they are wholly free from moral cor- 
ruption, but only that they are not chargable 
with perſonal or actual fin. The judicious rea- 
der will ſee that I am there ſpeaking only of le- 
gal defilement, which alone, is directly taken 
away by ſacrifice for ſin. Moral corruption is 
removed by the ſanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of goſpel truth. The Spirit is indeed gi- 
ven, for this purpoſe, thro' a reſpect to that blood 
of the covenant which cleanſes the legal defile- 
ment of fin; and the ſanctify ing goſpel truth 1 is 
founded on the croſs of Chriſt. * 
This might more properly have been inſerted” 
in a note in the propor place: But I did not re- 
fle& that the words above are liable to a cavilling 
miſconſtruction till I-faw. n in — 
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